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PREFACE. 


IF the Reader will but peruſe theſe Directiams 1mpar 
| tially, and read them as he doth the preſcripts of his 
ans, which are not written merely ta be read, but 
muſt be daily practiſed whatever it coft him, as he loveth 
his life; then I make no doubt, notwith/tanding the weak» 


w/s of the compoſure, that it may further the cure of hi? 
ſpiritual weakneſſes and diftempers, and of the conſequent |} 


boubles and loſſes of others and himſelf. 

| kope I ſhall not meet with many, whoa will be ſo im- 
penitent and peviſb, as to fly in the face of the reprover 
and director, and ſay that I open the nakedneſs of many 


ſervants of , Chriſt, to the reproach and diſbonour of rex ; S 
bgion. I have told you from the wurd of Cad, that it is 


God's way, and muſs be ours, to. lay the juſt diſbonour 
upan the , that it may not fall upon religion and on 
Cad. readeth the holy ſcriptures, and ever un 
drficod the chriſtian faith, _ needs know that nothing 
in all the world, is ſo muck againſt every one of our 
errors and miſdoings. It is only for want of more religion 
that any profeſſors of it do miſcarry : Nothing but the 
wrine of chriſtianity and godlineſs did at firſt 2 

, 


the "_= of their ſin; and nothing elſe can ſubdue the re 


end fimſh the cure. I adviſe thee chriſtian therefore in 
the fear of God, as ever thou n 
comforts 7 gp not decerve thee, that 2 * the 
ain work of thy life to in grace; to flrengtlen and 
advance Chris intereſſ in thy ſoul, and ta weaken a 
bet down the intereft of the fleſb. | » y 


” 


e 
Dr. Sibbes ſaith truly, The reaſon why many chri 
* trans flagger, and are ſo full of Para, 
& they are idle, and labour not to grow in grace; therefure 
* we ſhould labour to increaſe in knowledge and nurti. 
« fication; for in that way we ſball come to aſſurance, | 
* is not ſo much the having grace, as grace in exerciſe, 
©. that preſerves the ſoul; it it the waking chriſtian ( 
& hath his wit and his grace ready about him) who is the 
& the ſafe chriſtian; grace dormant without the exerciſe 
&* doth not ſecure us. We nuſt look upon Chrift, not an 
* for healing, but as a perfect pattern to unitate; far 
ce qwherefore elſe did he live ſo long upon the earth, but 1 
e ſhew us an example? Let us learn o 9 


6 _ and meek, and then we ſball find reſt io ur 
Co 7 
Reader, I beſeech thee as ever thou believeft that that 
' muſt ſhortly die, retire from the crowd and noiſe of warldy 
vanity and vexation: O bethink thee how little a whit 
thou muſt be here, and have uſe for honour, favour, and 
wealth; and what it is for a ſoul to paſs into heaven 
hell, and to dwell among angels or devils for ever; and 
how men ſhould live, watch, and pray, that are near 1 
fuck a change as this! And may the Lord be thy teacher 
and thy flrength, and ſave thee from thy ſelf, and fron 
this preſent evil world, and preſerve thee to his he 
| kingdom through Jeſus G. Amen. 1 
R. B. 1665. 
He that hath an ear let him hear: To him that 
' overcometh will I give to cat of the TREE OF LIFE 
He ſhall not be hurt of the sxconD DEATH. 
- ſhall have power over the nations —He ſhall eat of 
the HIDDEN MANNA.—I will give him the MORT" 
G- AR. I will confeſs him befor my Father 
Bis holy angels. —He ſhall be a eittan 18 THE 
TEMPLE or MY cop, and ſhall go no more 
will grant to him to ſer with me in my THRONG 
Rev. n. 7. to 28, and lik. 5. 12. 21. e 
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THE 
Editor's Advertiſement. 


 Chriftian Reader, 


\HE following Directions ſor Weak Diſtem- 
pered Chriſtians, were extracted from a large 
volume of Mr. Baxter's Practical Works, (of more 
thag 1000 folio pages) wherein they lay hid as in 
of Shire, merely for my own private uſe. And 
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hold he efſe ntials of our holy religion. It is 
excellent, and ſo much wanted among profeſſon 
© now (I think) as it were when Mr. Baxter wrote it, 
Ten thouſand pities ſuch needful directions ſhould 
be hid from ſo many poor and needy ſouls! I hope 
and defire you will proceed in yo Sor) peed to put 
themin print; and if any ſhould di 
it, I think you would do well.to anſwer inthe 
words of Peter and John to the rulers and ſcribes, 
Acls, iv. 19. May the Lord uphold you with the 
_— hand of his rightcouſneſs, and as the God of 
grace ſmile upon this attempt and crowh'i it with 
© abundant ſucceſs for Chriſt's fake, is the carneft 
Lond. of your affectionate friend and lover in the 
rd 1 ANONYMOUS 


This excellent little mow now appears. Ja its origi 
Ki form (except the adjoinment) though. the Mare; 
and ſome, of the Directions are rendered more con- 
viſe; yet others ate illuſtrated by the addition of ſe- 
veral agreeable . paſſages extracted from ſome of Mr. 
— _— 7 now extazit, but chiefly his tree 
tiſe of ſelf. deni a ſubject alas! to little regarded, 
and leſs Nate among the generality. of 1 
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chriſttans. 7 Seite an une faith in Jeu oi 


Dre be et a ſpirit of love and loyalty towards the judicius 
und miniſters of the 6 —To animate 
He and union * ple. T hat G may bf 
lroed and ſerved the bet tter, is the 15 . fo 
dend in jew.” O let not the poor return alham 

of his hope; I leaye my "Yuccels in thine hand, 0 
Lord God Dk! for thin6 is the kingdom, and de 
ol and the glory, _ EV er. Amen.” 
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A brief Accou at of the Author of this url. 
E ay, and of the ſucceſs of his Labours. 


HE Rey. Mr. Richard Baxter, the Author of 
this little book, ſo well known to the world by 
many other excellent and ufeful writings, was a learn» 
ed, laborius, and eminently holy Divine of the laſt 
age. He was born in 1615, and died in 1691; his 
miniſtry was for many years employed with great and 
extenfive ſucceſs, both in London, and in feveral 
parts of the country; but he was no where fixed fo 
long, or with ſuch entire ſatisfaction to himſelf, and 
apparent advantage to others, as at Kidderminſter. in 
Warceſterſhire. fore his coming thither, the place 
was over-run with ignorance and profaneſs; but by a 
divine bleſſing on his wiſe and faithful auer 
the fruits of righteouſneſs ſprung up in rich abundance, 
His care of ſouls commited to his charge, and the 
ſucceſs of his labours among them were truly remark-- 
able; for the number of his ſtated communicants 
roſe. to fix hundred, of whom, he himſelf declared, 
there were not twelve concerning whoſe ſincere 
picty he had not reaſon to entertain good hopes. 
Dr. Bates ſays, There was no reſiſting the force 
* of his diſcourſes, without deny ing — * and di- 


powerful, ſo convincing the underſtanding, ſo en- 
© tering into the ſoul, ſo engaging the affections, that 
* thoſe were as deaf as adders who were not charmed 
: * wiſe a charmer. He was animated with the 
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beat and life into dead finners, and to melt the ob- 
Vs : 2 2 * dutat- 
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vine revelation. His ex preſſions were clear and 


y Spirit, and breathed celeſtial fire, to inſpire -» WM 
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(among whoni were fix brothers) and that every 


©. was enough for one age to produce ſuch a perſon 
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© durate in their frozen tombs. His books of prac. 
* tical divinity have been effeRual for more nume. 
s rous converſions of finners to God, than any print. 
* ed in our time; and while the church remains on 
„ earth, will be of continual efficacy to recover. lof 
„ ſouls. There is a vigorous pulſe in them tha 
% keeps the reader awake and attentive,” —_ 

He told ſome friends that two hundred firiners were 
reclaimed from reading his Call to the Unconverted' 


cck he received letters of ſome converted by his 
books! This he ſpake with moſt humble thankful- 
neſs, that God was pleaſed to uſe him as an inftry 
ment for the ſalvation of fouls. —He ſaid I was but 4 
pen in God's hand, and what praiſe is due to a pen? 

Biſhop Wilkins obſerved of him, © That he had 
* cultivated every ſubje he had handled; that if be 
te had lived in the primitive times, he would have 
e heen one of the fathers of the church; and that it 


+ @ + . 


« as Mr. Baxter.“ Archbiſhop Uſber had fuch 
bigh thoughts of him, that by his earneſt importuniy 
He put him upon writing of this, and ſeveral others 
of his practical diſcourſes. ——The pious Mr. Flaw, 
uſed to ſay of him whilſthe was living, © Mr. Baxter 
eis almoſt in Heaven; living in the daily views df 
te the ſaints everlaſting reſt with God; and is left for 
«2 little While among us, as à great example of the 
« life of faith. br. Manton, as he freely & 
prefſcd it, © thought Mr. Baxter came nearer the 


apoftolical writings than any man in his age. 
Te excellent elde n Were the Editors of hs 
practical works in four folio volumes; ſays in their 
Peefaco, * Perhaps there are no writings among u 

that have more of a true chriſtian ſpirit, a great 


«"rendency to revive pure and undefiled rele- 
hat have been more eſteemed abroad, or ** | 


— T5 > -— Law! 2 — > * ”- wg —_" 2 


Anf A . 


« hieſſed at home, for the awakening the, ſerure; u. 
« ſtruting the ignotant, confirming the waves. 


« comforting the defeated. 1 ing the pt 


« pradtical works of this author f—— Rey. Mt. 
wfler in a funeral ſermon for him ſays, © As to 
« charafter of that 28 whoſe ſoul is gone from 
« us to Heaven: Mt. R. Baxter was a perſon do- 


« ſervedly of great fame atid character in his day, | 


He ſeemed to be a tranſcript of what is left upon 
record concerning St. Paul, Sylvanus, and T :mothy, 
in T hefſ. ii. 1—12. Tis evident he was a man of © 


Gad and a Goſpel lle was furniſhed for. 


« fervent in, painful about, and faithful to his mini- 
« ſterial truſt and work: He_ could in preaching, 

« writing, and conference accommodate himſelf to 

« all capacities, and anſwer his obligations to the 
viſe and unwiſe. And when he ſpake of wenghty | 
ſoul- concerns, you might find his very ſpirit 
© drenched therein. His heart was warm, 
* fixed; his life was blameleſs, exemplary, a 


uni- 

„ form. He was unmoveable where apprehenſive 

* of duty; yet affable and condeſcending where 

* likelihood of doing good was in his proſpect. Hig 

; _ was very great; greatly proportionable/to- 
il 


— oy 
Or » 


* his abilities; nor was it confined to 
* opinions, He was a man of manifold and 
* exerciſes, and of anſwerable 
* fon under the hand of God: 
vo = conſtrained him earneſtly 
dis releaſe by death, he would 
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i mot fit for me to preſcribe, and ſaid, when thou wilt, = 


* what thou wilt, how thou wilt, He ſaid to his friends 
* that viſited him in his fickneſs 


gur portion, Heaven for your | home, God's 
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.« end, his ward for your rule, ond then you weed 
1 fear but we ball meet with camfart. During his fick 
. neſs when the queſtion was aſked how he did, h 
4 reply was, almf well, "His joy was moſt remark 
C able, when in his on apprebenfion death wa 
4 neareſt : And his ſpiritual 3 joy: was at length cow 
e ſummate in eternal joy.” My. father, my father 
the chariot of Iſrael, and the horſemen teraf/ And 
96 Wray ne \ 
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— ey 
I. Y whole (tho! 4 b O Lord 
For ever ſhall be 1 
And here Ido my vow record, 
Wen words, this add is is mine. 
44.8 . c Tre. noHh . 
2. AN Aber tive! without reſerve, 1 
I offer here to thee; e 
Thy will and hongur will ſerve, a —_— 
| That thou be on me. =—_ 
ene —_—_ 
3. All thar-&xeepti Nate 1 loſe, * 5 8 
All tha tT loſe I fave ; OS 
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5. none hin | 


KOT: 


And then tnad't me nent: 
Haying thus loved me at the worſt, | 
u wilt not now 31 * 


Now I have d ſe 

Take care of what's thine TY 

My life, my heart, and my defence 
Now lie on thee oe, . 


. 22418 
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| not to my care 
1 * I die or live; | 
To own and ſerve thee is my care, 
N. Aud thus thy grace muſt give. _ 
. Ehe be long, Twill be glad 
That I may long obey; * 
5 If ſhort, yet why uld 1 be d | 
| + -Thatfhall have to aca 
Chriſt leads we chrough no decker 3 rooms 
i Then he went through before; 
He that into Chriſt's m comes, E 
. Muſt.comr by door. u 
Dl 08 MX: 
Comp Lend when grace! hath made me meet 
a blefied face to fee; 
For if t od, ws on earth be ſweet, 


ee glory he?” 
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DIRECTIONS 
5 „ r nnr FED 
CONVERTED, . 
FOR THEIR 


ESTABLISHMENT; GROWTH; 
25 : mY | 
PERSEVERANCE.” ,- 

A ye have therefore received Chrif Feſus the Lord, 2 

walk ye in him, rooted and built up in ham, and Habliſbed 


in Faith, as ye have been f. 
with Thankſgiving. Col. ü. 6. 7. 


thers of thoſe that are converted by their nas 
likened thus far 0 


uſtry, 1. Cr. iv. 14. ſo ate they 


mothers, that they travail as in birth of their peoples 
louls, till Chriſt be formed in them, Gal. iv. 19. and 
s Chriſt ſaith, Jam xvi. 21, A woman when ſhe is n 


'revall, hath ſorrow, becauſe ler hour 1s come : But as 


m as /be is delivered of the child, ſbe remembreth no 


are the anguiſh, for Joy that @ man is born into the 
wrld. So while we are ſecking and hoping for your 
converſion, and are as in travail of you till you are 

again; not only our labour, but much more 
au fears of you, and cares for you, and com- 
paſſion of you in your danger and miſery, doth 
make the time ſeem very long to us; and O what 
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happy men ſhould we think ourſelves, if all; or the 
| moſt of our people were converted! and when we 
fee but now and then one come home, we remember 
no more the anguiſh of our fears and ſorrows, not 
think all our labour ill beſtowed, » for Joy that 2 
chriſtian is new born unto Chriſt. John iti. 3. 
But yet for all the mothers joy, her _ care, 
and ſorrow is not at an end as ſoon as ſhe is delivered: 

Many a foul hand, many a troubleſome hour, and 
many a waking night ſhe muſt have with the child, 
whole birth ſhe ſo rejoiced in; and after that many: 
year of care and tour to bring it up, and provide 
for it in the world; and in her old age, when ſhe 
expecteth from her children the love, honou, 
thanks, and com that was due to her as a mo- 
ther; and for all Rer labour, care, and pains, per- 
haps one child will prove kind, and of another ſhe 
muſt take it well that he is not very unkind, anda 
third perhaps may break her heart: And yet ſhe 
muſt ſtill be a mother to them all. 

And ſo it befals us; when we have greatly Tee 
at the real or ſeeming converſion of now aad'then 
one of our hearers, our work with them is not at an 
end, nor may we lay aſide our care and labour for 
wem; we have for ſome years (ufualty) the nurſes 
work to do, and many a troubleſome day 2nd 
night; the weakneſs, the uncleatineſs, the pe 
childiſh exceptions, the quarrelſome diſpofitos 
of our beloved converts will put us © 
and after all, when they begin to go on their ou 
legs, and think themſelyes ſufficient for themfelre * 
without our help; many a fall and hurt they m N 
catch, and many fallings out may they have 
onc- another, to the great trouble of themſelves 3 
us. And when they are grown up to Atrength « 
parts and gifts, ſome that ſeemed fincere may rh 
prodigals or apoſtates, and ſome fall a quarreling 
about the inheritance, and make moſt woful = 


3 


' that have thus ſpent our days and ſtrength in ſtudies, 
prayers, fears, cares, and labours for their 
falvationz yea, perhaps be ready to fpit in our 
faces, and reproach our perſons, yea and our very 
office and calling atfelf; as the experience of theſe 
times of ours, feconding the experience of all ages 
of the church before us, doth; alaſs, too evidently 
and openly teſtify. And yet ſome will be faithful, 
conſtant and thankful to Chriſt and us; and that all 
might be ſo (for Chriſt's fake and their own) muſt ftill 
be. our care, deſires, and endeavours. In theſe 
ſeveral cafes we find bleſſed Paul with his children 
in his epiſtles ; ſometime rejoicing with them in their 
ſtedtaſtneſs; fometime defending himſelf and his 
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ons in Chriſt's family; and ſome pings defpife us 
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miniſtry againſt their unkind and childiſh wranglings; 


2s with the Corinthians, you may find him receiving 
himſelf no better requital of all his labours, from 
them that once would have pulled out their eyes for ham, 
than to be taken for their enemy, becauſe he tells them 
the truth; and the more le leveth them the leſs to be loved 
if them. But with the moſt we find him as one that 
s yet between hope and fear of them, directing and 
exhorting them to ſpiritual ſtedfaſtneſs, and growth 
and perſeverance to the end; and this is the work 
we find him here upon with the Cugſſans in this text; 
which containeth, 1. A ſuppoſition of a work (the 

great work) already done, viz. that they have re- 
emed Chrift Jeſus the Lord. 2. An inference of fur- 
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lum is their confirmation and progreſs. The parts 
of this duty are expreſſed in ſeveral metaphors. The 
irſt is taken from a tree or other plant, and is called 
our rooting in Chrift, After receiving of Chriſt, there 
8 2 further Aneſs in him to be fought. The 
ſecond is taken Thom a building, and is called a being 
built up in him, as a houſe is upon the foundation. 
All the work is not done when the chief ſ one and 
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ther duty, and an exhortation thereto, which in 


B 2 fc undation 


0 2 „ — - — — — — — — — _— —— 
> > * — — - - 
= as * Ag : " — : 
8 — IEL 8 es, 14 34 N l Fe 
; - 1 * —— A 2 
* — 6 - . LY ws; 8 3 7 
— a - . — 4 * 2 4 
— — 4 


of 
. 


- 4 


toundation is laid. The third part is taken fromthe 

Lars and ſtronger parts of the building, which are 
— upon the foundation, and is called à being fa. 
 biifhed or confirmed in tie faith. And having made 
mention of faith, leſt they ſhould hearken to innova- 
tons and the conceits of men under pretence of 
faith, he addeth, as ye haue been taught ; to ſhew them 
what faith or religion it is that they muſt be eſta. 
bliſhed in; even that which the Apoſtles taught them, 
And laſtly, he exprefleth the meaſure that they 
ſhould aim at, and one ſpecial way in which their 
faith ſhunld be exerciſed, abounding therein with 
than / ging. And all this is comprehended in one 
foregoing general of walking in :/t ; the whole 
life of a chriſtian being divided into theſe two part, 
receiving Chriſt, and waiting in him. Here are theſc 
teveral things therefore briefly to be opened. 1. 
What is meant by receiving Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 2. 
What is meant by wa/king in him. 3. What by being 
rooted in him. 4. What by being built up in hin. 5. 
What by being confirmed or ftubiiſbed in the Faith. 6. 
What by this directive limitation 1 been taught. 
7. What by abounding therein with thankſgtoing. And 
for the firſt, you muſt obſerve the act and the obyed. 
The objett is Chriſt Jeſus the. Lord. To receive 
Chriſt is when the under/taniing reciveth the goſpel by 
afſent, the will alſo accepteth or receiveth Chrift as he 1 


offered by conſent ; and both theſe together are the 


receiving of Chriſt, which is the true juſtify ing 
faith of God's el:&. It is not therefore .a mere pa- 
ſlwe reception, as the earth receiveth water, of 3 
wood receiveth fire, or as our ſouls at firſt recew® 
the graces of God's ſpirit ; but it is a moral or active 
reception. This will be better , underſtood when 
the oljeci is confidered, which is Chri/t Feſus the 
Lord: To receive Chriſt as Chriſt, or the anointed 


Meal, Saviour and Lord, is to believe that he is ſuch. 
and to conſent that he be ſuch to us, and to wer 


5 


him, and to reſign ourſelves to him as ſuch. The 
relation we do indeed receive by a proper paſffive 
reception ; I mean our relation of being redeemed 
diſciples of this Chriſt. But the perſon of Chriſt we 
only receive by ſuch an active moral reception a8 a 
lervant receiyeth à maſter; or as a patient by con» 
lent receiveth a phyfician, or the ſubjes by conſent 
:cceiveth a ſovereign. Bo that it is the ſame thing 
that is called receiving Chrift Jeſus the Lord, and be» 
leving in him, as is expounded in Jokn i 2. There 
are three obſerveable acts of faith eſſential to it; 
The firſt is, aſſent to the truth of the goſpel; 2. 
Conſent or acceptance of Chriſt and life, as the 
offered good: 3. Affiance in Chriſt for the accoms 
plſhing of the ends of his office. 

by what hath been ſaid, you may diſcern whether 
E. have received Chriſt or not; for your faith may 

known by theſe acts which are its parts. 1. If you 
ſn:erely believe the goſpel to be true; which muſt 
be with a belief ſo ſtrong at leaſt, as that you are v 
ſolved to venture your happineſs upon this belief, and 
le! go all for the hope that is ſet before you. K 
an offered Chriſt in his relations as a full and perte® 
Sviour be heartily welcome to you———lf you con- 
ſent to the goſpel offer, and are truly willing 1 be 
Chriſt's, and he to be yours in that relation, Fab 
not only called a receiving Chrift, but is oft expreſſed 
by this term of willing kim; and therefore the pro- 
miſe is to whoſoever will, Rev. xxii. 17. Jabs vi. 30. 
lt you thus by conſent take Chriſt 2 your S, 
Teacher, and Lord, it muſt needs follow that 
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iducially rely upon him, or truſt him to accompliſh 
te end; of his office, or relations; that you uu . 
him for deliverance from the guilt, power, ad 
puniſhment of fin, and for quickening, ſtrength» 
ming, and preſerving grace, and for ever 
aſting life; bh you reſign yourſelves up wo. 
lum as his diſciples, to learn of him, with * — 

| | ence 
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| dence or truft that he will infalibly teach you the 
way to happineſs; and that you alſo give up you- 
ſelves to him as his ſubjects, with a truſt that he will 
govern you in truth and righteouſneſs, in order to 
your ſalvation, and will defend you from deſtroying 
enemies; this much is the very being of faith, or 
the receiving Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 
The ſecond is walking in him, which is no more ent 
but the living as. chriſtians, when once we are be- 
come chriſtians, and uſing that Chriſt to the end tha 
which we received him for, when once we have re- 
ceived him. iy wh 
Two things are neceſſary to ſuch as we that have us 1 
loſt our way: The firſt is to get into the right way, pri 
and that is to get into Chriſt, who is the way: The tom 


other is to travel on when we are in it; for it is not he 
enough to bring us to our jouney's end that we have i this 
found ovt the right way. | | * fair] 


The next word is rooted, which doth not intimate o 
that any are really planted into Chriſt without anv. Wl they 
rooting in him at all: But by being rooted is meant 
deeply rooted; for the roots increaſe under 
as well as the tree above ground. Rooting hath 
two ends, and both are here implied: The firſt is for 
the firment of the tree, that bluſtering winds may 
not overturn it: The ſecond is for nutriment, | that 
that it may receive nouriſhment from the earth, 
which cauſe its preſervation, growth, and fruitfu 
neſs. This is the rootedneſs of chriſtians in Chriſt, 
that they may be confirmed in him againſt all aflaults, 
and may draw from him that nutriment that ine. 
aeflary to their growth and fruit. | 

The next term is built up in him: No houſe cu 
ſiſteth of a bare foundation. Five things are expreſs 
ly contained in our being built up in Chriſt. - 1. That 
we arc united or conjoined to him as the building ® 
to the foundation. 2. That we reſt wholly on him ® 
our ſupport, as the building doth on the _ 
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4. That we are alſo conjoined one unto another, and 
are become one ſpiritual building in the Lord. 4. 
That the fabric doth increaſe in bigneſs, as the houſe 
doth by being built up; ſo that it importeth our in- 
creaſe in grace, and the increaſe of the Church by 
us, 5. The fitneſs of the building to its intended 
ends and uſe ; till it be built up it is not fit for hab- 
tation; and till chriſtians be built up, God hath not 
that uſe of them to which he doth intend them. 

The next term is /tabliſhed or confirmed in the faith, 
which fignifieth but that ſtrengthening and fixing of 
us that may prevent our fall or ſhaking z and it com- 
priſeth theſe two things. 1. That we be ſoundly bot- 
tomed on Chriſt, who is our foundation. 2. That we 
he cemented and firmly joined to each other, and 
this comprehendeth their ſtability in the doctrine of 
faith; and therefore he addeth as ye have been taught, 
to fortify them againſt hereſies and error; that ſo 
they may know how to try the doctrines that after- 
wards ſhould be offered them, and ſtick to that which 
the Apoſtles taught. a 

He next requireth them to abound therein; to let 
them know, that as it is no ſmall matters they ex 
by Chriſt, ſo they ſhould nor reſt in ſmall degrees of 
grace or duty, but Eſpecially the duty of thankſgiving, 
which is an evangelical and celeſtial duty, and fo 
admirable beſeems a people that have partaken of 
ſuch admirable - ſalyation, and is fo ſuitable to our 
mercies, our condition, and God's juſt expectation; 
it is ve and grace, whoſe eternal praiſe is de- 
igned by the goſpel, and are magnified in the 
church by the Redeemer's great and blefſed work : 
o it is returns of love, praiſe and joy, that ſhould be 
the moſt abounding, or overflowing part of all-our 
chriſtan affections and performances. | 
. Al thy works - ſball praiſe thee, O Lord, and thy 
Yaints ſball bleſy thee, Pſalm cxlv. 10. 4 
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« A chriſtian's life ſhould be nothing but praif 
and thanks to God: We ſhould neither eat drink 
L or ſleep but to God; work to God, talk to God. 
and do all to his glory and praiſe. Thanks in 
« words is good; but in deeds is better: True praiſe 
requires our whole man; the judgment to eſtcem, 
the memory to treaſure up, the will to reſolve, 
the affections to delight, the tongue to ſpeak oi, 
and the life to expreſs the rich favours of God. 
And the ſoul that is thankful will be joyful, and 
ſo long as he is joyful he cannot be miſerable bu 
* happy. Dr. Sibbee, | i 

Chriftian Reader, as ever you would live in 
and comfort, and well-pleafing unto God, be ſure 
that you underſtand and deeply confider wherein 
the height of a chriſtian life, and the greateſt pan 
of our duty doth conſiſt; to wit, in a laving delight u 
God through Chriſt, and a thankful and chear ful obedient 
t his Will; then make this your conſtant aim, be til) 
aſpiring after it, and let all other affections and es- 
geavours be ſubſervient unto this. | 
Aſter this explication, you may fee that the ſenſ- 
of the text lieth in this plain propoſition. 

T hoſe that have ſavingly received * Jeſus tit 
Lord, muſt be jo far from reſting as if all were dm, 
that they muſf ſpend the reſt of their days in walkingi# 
him, being rooted and built up in him, and ſtabliſhed in ir 
faith as the Apoſtles taught it, abounding teren, 
eſpecially with joyful praiſe to our Redeemer. 

And — e that my defign is only to direct young 
chriſtians how they may come to be eftabli/bed au 
confirmed in Chrift, I ſhall therefore paſs over all other 
things that the full handling of the text requireth, 
and ſhall only give you, | 8 

t. A ſhort intimation here what this confir mation i. 
which ſhall be fuller explained to vou in the 
directions. | 

2. And ſhew you the need of ſecking it. 


1. How 


( $:] 


3. How you may attain it. | ith ti un age 
Nate, It is an habitual confirmation in a ſtate of 
grace I am here to ſpeak of, | 0 

Confir mation lieth in the great degree of all thoſe. 
graces which conſtitute a — And the great de- 
gree appeareth in the operations of them.— As, 

1. When holineſs is as a new nature in us, and 
giveth us a promptitude to holy actions, and maketh 
us free and ready to them, and maketh them eaſy 
and familiar to us: Whereas the weak go heavily, 
and can ſcarce drive on and force their minds. 

2. When there is a conſtancy, or frequency of 
boly actions; which ſheweth the ſtrength and ſtabi- 
liy of holy inclinations. x 

z. When they are powerful to bear down oppoſi- 
tions and temptations, and can get over the greateſt 
impediments in the way, and make an advantage of 
* reſiſtance, and deſpiſe the moſt ſplendid baits of 
4. When it is ſtill getting ground, and drawing 


and when the heart groweth more heavenly and di- 
vine, and a ſtranger to earth and carthly things. 

5. And when holy and heavenly things are more 
ſweet and deledable to the ſoul, and are ſought and 
uled with more love and pleaſure, All theſe do ſhew 
that the operations of grace are vigorous and ſtrong, 
and conſequently that the habits are ſo alſo. 

A confirmed chriſtian liveth by faith, as the ſenſualiſt 
by fight or ſenſe: He hath ſo firm a belief of the life to 
come, as procured by Chriſt, and promiſed in the 
goſpel, that it ſerveth him for the government of his 
loul, as his bodily fight. doth for the conduct of his 
body. I ſay not that he is aſſaulted with no tempta- 
uons; nor that his faith is perfect in degree; nor 
that believing moveth him ſo paſſionately as fight or 
ſenſe would do: But it doth effectually move him 
through the courſe and tenour of his life, to do thoſe 

« C things 


the ſoul upward and nearer to God, its reſt and end; 
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things for the life to come, which he would do if he 
ſaw the glory of heaven; and to ſhun thoſe thi 
for the avoiding of damnation, 'which he would ſhun 
if he ſaw the flames of hell. Let fight and ſenſe in- 
vite him to their objects, and entice him to fin and 
forſake his God; the objects of faith ' ſhall prevail 
inſt them in the bent of an even, conſtant, and 
reſolved life. 1. Cor. xv. 58. For God and ever- 
laſting glory is his main end, religion is his buſineſs, 
and all worldly things comes in Tn upon the bye; 
therefore he can have them or be without them. 
The weak chriſtian alſo hath a faith that it divine, a; 
cauſed by God, and refting on his word and truth; and 
he ſo far liveth by this faith, that it commandeth and 
guideth the ſcope and drift of his heart and life: Bu 
he believeth with a great deal of ſtaggering and un- 
belief; and therefore his hopes are interrupted by 
his troubleſome doubts and fears: The dimneſs and 
langour of his faith is ſeen in the faintneſs of his de- 
fires, and the many blemiſhes of his heart and life. 
Sight and ſenſual objects are ſo much the more power 
ful with him, by how much the life and light of faith 
is dark and weak; but yet for all that I muſt ſtill tel 
you, (as I have often done, becauſe it is neceflary) 
that here lieth the difference between the truly fanc- 
ified ſoul, and all the hypocrites and half chriſtians 
in the world. 2 | 
Every true chriſtian is devoted to God, and hath mad 
an hearly and abſolute reſignation of himſelf and all that * 
hath unto him; and therefore loveth kim with his ſuper 
tive, not appretiative lwve, and ſerveth him with t 
that he hath, and thinks nothing too good or too dear . 
God, and for the attainment of has everlaſting reft : Ciril 
hath the chiefeſt room in lis heart, and the bent and dr] | 
of his life is for him: He fudieth how he may beſt je" 
and pleaſe him with his time, his intereſt, and all that k 
hath; and if he fall, as it is contrary to the ſcope and c 
rent of his heart and life, and contrary to the x 
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ſolution of bis ſoul, ſo he riſeth again by re 
Jarrow for his fins, and loathing of himſelf, and with fin- 
ere endeavours to amend, goeth on in lus holy courſe. 

This is the ſtate of every one that is in a ſtate of 
life : For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in . 
1. Or. iv. 20. Therefore if any man be 1nChrift, he is 
4 new creature Old things are paſſed away ; behold all 
things are become new. 2. Cor. v. 17. And they that are 
Chriſt's have crucified the fleſb with the affections and luſts. 

But for all kypocrites and half-chriſHans, their caſe 
is far otherwiie.— The world and fleſh is deareſt to 
them, and higheſt in their practical eſtimation, tho 
not in their ſpeculative; it hath their higheſt affec- 
tions of love and delight, and the very bent-and 
ſtream of heart and life; while God is ſerved heart- 
leſly on the bye, for fear of being damned when 
they can enjoy the world no longer, and is put off 
with the leavings of the fleſh, and hath no more of 
their hearts, their tongues, their time, and their wealth 
than it can ſpare, —They aſk their fleſh: how far they 
ſhall be religious, and will go no farther than will 
ſtand with their proſperity in this world ; and uſually 
as Cain they hate Abel for offering a more acceptable 
ſacrifice. 

The hypocrite is like a ſervant that will not be hired 
but on condition that his maſter ſhall not ſet him io 
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ſerve God with this hypocritical reſerve, though it be 


that it go well with me in the world, and I may have 
Jane competent proportion of honour profit or pleaſure, and 
that religion may not expoſe me to be undone. —If God will 
not take them on theſe terms, (as moſt certainly he 
never will) he muſt go look him other ſervants: And fo 
he will! and make them know at laſt to their ſorrow, 
that he needed nor their ſervice, but that it was they 
that needed him, and the benefits of his ſervice ! 
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uch and ſuch work that he loves not: They always 


not always * and diſcerned by them, Provided 
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1 
And now I ſhall proceed to perſuade weak chriſtians 


to value and ſeek this confirmation, Jeſt with du ſ un W 

repared minds my following directions ſhould be in 
loft; and then I ſhall give you the directions them- 6s 
ſelves, which are the part that is pronepaney intend- yo 
ed. And firſt for the motives. * 

1. Conſider, that your fir ſt entrance into chriflioniyi he 
an engagement to proceed—your receiving Chrift obligetk | 
you to walk and grow up in him. 'A fourfold obigen are 
your very chriſtianity layeth upon you; to grow BY the 
ſtronger, and to perſevere. + per 
The firſt is, from the very nature of it; even from th 


err , and the uſe and ends to which we receive lin 
u receivedChriſt as a phy/ician of your diſeaſed ſouls: 
And doth not this engage you to go on to uſe his med. 
cines till you are cured? What do men chuſe a P 
for but to heal them? You took Chriſt for a ſaviar, 
which engageth you to uſe his ſaving means, and 
ſubmit to his faving works.—You took him for your 
teacher and maſter, and gave up yourſelves to be hn 
diſciples; and what ſenſs s in all this if you did no 
mean to proceed in learning of him. Chriſt is the 
way to the Father; but to what purpoſe did you come 
into the way, if you meant not to travel in it. 
2. Moreover, when you became chriſtians, you entered 
a ſolemn covenant with Chriſt, and bound yourſebves by « 
vow to be faithful to him to death; and — vow is upon 
you: {t is better not to vow, than v0w' and not 
Ecele. v. 5, In taking him to be the Captain of you 
ſalvation, and liſting yourſelves under him, and tak- 
ing the oath of fidelity to him, you did engage your 
elves to fight as faithful ſoldiers, under his c 
and command to your lives end. 

3. Moreover, when you became chriſtians, you fe 
yourſelves under the laws of Chrift ; and theſe oh 


uire you to go further till you are confirmed 
- you muſt go on, or you renounce your obedient 
4. Lally 


to Chriſt. 


. 


4. Laſtly, when you became chriftians, you received 
ſuch exceeding mercies, as do obhge you to go nuch higher 
in your affections, and much' further in obedience to 
Gd So that if you lay theſe four things together, 
you will perceive that the very purpoſe of your re- 
ceiving Chriſt was that you might walk in him, and 
be confirmed and built up. wu Rn 
2. Conſider alſo, that your conver fion is noe ſound if you 
ve not heartily deſirous to increaſe. ''Grage is not true if 
there be not a defire after more, yea if you deſire not 
perfection itſelf: As the kingdom of "Chriſt in the 
word is likencd to a little ven, and to a grain of 
nuffard ſeed in the beginning, which afterward makes 
a wonderful increaſe ; ſo his kingdom in the ſoul is 
of the ſame nature too: If therefore you are content- 
ed with that meaſure of holineſs that you have, you 
have none at all, but a ſhadow and conceit of it. 
3. Conſider, what abundance of labour hath been hoft, 
end what hopes hath been fruſtrated, for want of proceed- 
ing to a rooted confirmation. And what pity it is that fo 
much ſhould be loſt! Alas, to ſee many of our 
people convinced. of fin, and ſeem to be humbled, 
and promiſe to be new men; to ſee them leave their 
former company, and come among the profeſſors of 
godlineſs, and all men take them for real converts; 
and yet all this to be loſt, and their fouls loſt after 
all! O how many prayers, confeſſions and duties do 
theſe men loſe! How many years have ſome of them 
ſeemed to be religious, and yet after all have proved 
apoſtate miſcreants, and the world, the and 
pride and error ſwallow up all ! If you are but like 
fzrippa, almoſt perſuaded to be chriſtians, you will 
be but almoſt ſaved: Many have been ſo much 
hanged as not to be far from the kingdom of God, 
ind yet come ſhort of it. Mark xii. 34. See then 
What need you have to be rooted, confirmed, and 
built up in Chriſt, Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. 
. 4. Conſider 
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4. Conſider alſo, how much of the work of your ſl. 
| wation is it to do when you are converted; you have hay. 
pily begun, but you have not finiſhed; you have hit of 
the right way, but you have your journey yet to go; 
you have choſen the beſt commander and fellow 
ſoldiers, but you, have many a battle yet to fight; for 
theſe are the uſe and ends of your converſion, that 
yon may live ſaberiy, righteouſhy, and godly in this tre. 
Jent world, denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts. Tit. i. 
11, 12. For ue are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt 
Jeſus unto gaod works. of; oh | 
* 5 Moreover, the weak unconfirmed ſouls are uſual 
ull of trouble, and live without that aſſurance of Gu 
love, and that ſpiritual peace and comfort which others d 
e One would think no other argument ſhould 
be neceflary to make men weary of their ſpiritual 
weakneſſes and diſeaſes, than the pain and trouble 
that always attendeth them: It is more pain for a fick 
man to travel a mile than to a ſound man to go ten; 
alas the ſouls of thoſe that are not confirmed le 
open to every temptation. of the malicious enemy of 
their, peace; and how ſmall a matter will diſquiet and 
unſettle them! Providences will trouble them, 
afflictions will be bitter to the mind as well as the 
body, becauſe they ' underſtand them not,—The 
ſweeter mercies of proſperity will much loſe ther 
ſweetneſs for want of holy wiſdom and ſtrength © 
digeſt them; and what man would chuſe ſuch a 
and languiſhing ſtate as this, before a confirmed 
healthful ſtate ?- O regard the health, ſtability, and 
ſpiritual peace and vigour of your ſouls. _ 
6. Moreover. it is the ſtrong confirmed chr iſuian th 
hath the uſe and benefit of all God's ordinances: Meat 
digeſted by the healthful ſtomach, and it is ſweet ! 
them and doth them good, and they are ſtrengin 
by it; and ſo is the confirmed chriſtian by Gods c 
| dinances: But to the weak unconfirmed dor 
much of the means of grace is even loſt? * linie 
w 


t 9 


u cetneſs do they find in means? And how little good 
can they ſay they get by them. I deny not but ſome 
good they get, and that they muſt uſe them ſtill; for 
though the fick have little reliſh for their meat, yet he 
cannot long live without it; and though it breed not 
health and ſtrength, yet it maintaineth that languifh- 
ing life; but this is all, or almoſt all.—Labour there- 
fore to be ſtabliſhed and built up. Prov, xxvii. 7. 

7. Ileſeech you to look upon the face of the world, and 
ſee whether it have not need of the ſtrongeſt help; where- 
25 the weak and fick are burthenſome to others, ra- 
ther than fit to help the diſtreſſed. It is a multitude 
among, us that are ignorant and ag, and in the 
depth of miſery; and if there be but a few to he 
them, thoſe few ſhould not be babes. 
not the ability of the inſtrument, but the will of Gol 
that is the principal cauſe; but yet God wſcth'to work 
by inſtruments, according to their fitneſs for the works 
and | know that Chriſt is tender of the pooreſt and 
weakeſt that are fincere, and will not forſdke them. 
but though you are ſo far above the dead world, even 
in the bed of your groaning and languiſhing, yet, O 
how far are you below the confirmed healthful 
chriſtian ! You are happy in being alive, but you are 
unhappy in being ſo diſeaſed and weak; you are 
happy m being of the family and fellow citizens with 
the ſaints, but you are unhappy in being ſo uſeleſs and 
unprofitable : Were you ſtrong confirmed chriſtians, 
what bleſſings might you be to all about you? Your 
ps would feed as many as a tree of life: The Ear that 
heard you would bleſs you, and the eye that ſaw you woultl 
bear you witneſs. Fob xxix. 11. O pity the poor world, 
O pity yourſelves, and live not ſtill in fo childiſh, 
ickly, and beggarly a condition, when the way of 
ches and health is before you; but up and be doing 
ill you have attained confirmation. 
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church your affiſtance, but moſt of the troubles and di- 
| v1/ions 


I know it's 


8. Yea, this is not all; you do not only deny the 
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of the church, are from ſuch unſettled weaklengs a 
— A all ages almoſt, theſe — made the church 
more work than heathen perſecutors did with ſword 
and fire : But ſuppoſe you were never drawn to do 
any thing againſt the church, yet what a grief muf 
it be to us to ſee ſo many of you miſcarry? Ah, thinks 
2 poor miniſter, what hopes had 1 once of theſe profeſſurs, 
and are they come to this! Theſe young beginners in 
religion are they that moſt commonly are puffed i 
with pride, and fall into the condemnation of the dew, 
1 Tim. it, 6. O mark, Sirs, che apoſtle's warning: 
Be mt carried about with divers and ſtrange dofirines, 
Heb. xiii. 9. And his way of prevention, that the 
heart be eſtabliſbed with grace, Were you ſuch chri 
tians as the old chriſtians were, then we might boa 
of you to the reproaching adverſaries. Of one hear 
and of one ſoul. , Afts iv. 32. Therefore, ny belned 
| brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always aboundng 
in the work of the Lord; foraſmuch as ye know that yur 
labour is not in vain in the Lord. 1 Cr. xv. 58. 
9. Conſider, that it is a diſbonour to Chriſt that 

4 his family ſhould be ſuch weaklings ; Ja mutail, 
eſe d, and unprofitable as you are. You are guilty 
of diſhonouring him in the eyes of the miſguided 
world, who can judge no further than they can fee 
O what a reproach is it to godlineſs that ſo many 
proteſſors ſhould be ſo weak and ignorant L And b 
many fo giddy and unconſtant! And ſo many thi 
manifeſt ſo little of the glory of their holy profeſſion: 
All the enemies of Chriſt without the church, 1 
not capable of diſhonouring him ſo much as y% 
that bear his name and wear his livery ! While yo 
| graces are weak, your corruptions will be firongi 
while you are weak and unconfirmed, you will lk 
children, ſtumble at every ſtone, and catch many® 
fall, and yield to temptations which the firong® 
cafily reſiſt: And then being ſcandalous, all e 
faults by fooliſh men will be charged on your rel lh 


. 


of the principal hinderances of mens converſion, and 
the ſtrengthening the wicked in their way. If this be 
therr religion, ſay they, let them keep it to themſelves, we 
are as well without it as they are with itt, And thus are 
the holy ways of God vilified through you. And 
methinks you ſhould be afraid of that woe from Chriſt 
AM ie be to him by whom the offence cometh. If you be 
children, you may have the ue of ſharp caſtigations, 
and if you be hypocrites, you ſhall have the wve of 
everlaſting ſufferings. 


too eafily be made the inſtrument of Satan, to further 
bis deſigns. The weakneſs of your underſtanding, 
the ſtrength of your paſſions, and the intereſt of car- 
nal ſelf remaining in you, may lay you open to 
temptations, and engage you in many a cauſe of Satan, 
to take his part againſt the truth. And O how ſad a 
caſe is this to any that have felt the love of Chriſt, 
been waſhed in his blood, and faved by his matchleſs 
mercy! And may it not break your hearts to think 
that after all this youThould be drawn to wound your 
Lord, to abuſe his honour, to reſiſt his cauſe, to hurt 
bis church, to confirm his enemies, and gratify the 
Devil? If he would have godlineſs ſcandalized, who 
hath he to do it but — of godlineſs? Some of 
hem to give the ſcandal, and others to aggravate 
and divulge it. Would he have a church divided, 
bow quickly doth he find a bone of contention? And 
who ſhould do it but the unſtable members of it? 


Ever fince I can remember it hath been one 
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10. Moreover, till you are confirmed and built up, you 
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0 chriſtians! In the name of God, as you would, 
wad theſe deviliſh employments, labour for con- 
— ſtrengthening grace, and reſt not in your 
aildiſh weakneſs and inſtability. I 
11. Moreover, while you are weaklings, you will ex- 
erding encourage the ungodly in their falſe hopes, by being 
muck live them as you are. They know that heaven 
und hell are much unlike, and vaſtly diſtant; and 
D therefore 
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therefore they will hardly believe that they muſt be 
thruſt into hell, when men that ſeem to differ ſo liule 1 
from them muſt go to heaven. O wretched tnpro Ml Þ 
fitable ſcandalous profeſſors! When we have ſtudied, WM 1 
preached, and prayed for men's converſion manya Wl G 
year, you go and undo all that we have done, by the Ml © 
ſcandal, levity, or imprudence of an hour! May it not 
pierce your very hearts to think on it, that one ſoul, 
and how much more ſo many, ſhould be ſhut out of 
glory, and burn in everlaſting miſery ; and that you 


ould have a hand in it! Conſider of this, and methinks Wl zo 
you ſhould deſire and ſeek confirming grace. Wa 
12. And methinks it ſhould be very grievous w bo 
you to be ſo like the ungodly yourſelves, and that Satan Wl 9c 
Should fill have ſo much intereft in you. Holineſs is God's WM ' * 
image; and doth it not grieve you to be ſo little like Nota 
him? By his graces he keeps poſſeſſion of you; and Bil be 
doth it not grieve you that God hath no more al] 
ſion of —, But that fin and Satan ſhould fo detra N a0 
him of his own! Your corruption is the very image uf NO 
the Devil! And doth it not afright you to be ſo mud em 
like him? You are charged by Chriſt, Rom. xii. 2. {Wd 
to be conformed to this world; but to be transformed by tit the ſ. 
renewing of your minds. And to put off the old Pott 


with his deeds, and to put on the new man; to fut u it fo 
Chri/t. Rom. xiii. 14. And yet will you _ a ſtate 
ſo like to thoſe that periſh! He that hath the leak 
meaſure of ſaving grace, is likeſt to the children df 
the Devil of any man in the world, that is not on 
of them. Seek therefore to increaſe. | 

13. And I beſeech you conſider, that your excel), 
and the glory and luſtre of your graces is one of God's of 
pointed means for the honour of his Son, his goſpel, EY 
his church; and for the conviftion and conver fon of 
unbelieving world: And therefore if you uſe not tht 
1 means, you rob God and the church of that which 
ddeir due, anddeprive ſinners of the means oft 
| ſalvation. You are commanded to tet your /ight a 
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before nen, that they may ſee your good works, and glorify 
war Father which 15 in heaven. Matt. v. 16. Chriſtians 
be awakened in the name of God, to confider what 
vou have to do with your graces: You have the living 
God to pleafe and honour by them! As the excellen- 
cy of the work doth honour the workman, fo muſt 
your graces and lives honour God. You have the 
fouls of the weak to confirm by your hves, and the 
ſouls of the ungodly to win by your lives: You ſhould 
ill be preachers in this ſenſe, and even preach as you 
go up and down in the world, as a candle lighteth which 
way ſoever it goeth. A good life is a good fermon; yea 
thoſe may be won by your fermons, that will not come 
o ours, or will not obey the doarine which they hear. 
1 Peter, ni. 7, 2. By this way you may preach io men 
of all languages, though your tongues never learm but 
one; for a holy, harmleſs, humble life doth fpeak n 
all languages of the world, to men that have eyes to 
read it. "Thouſands can underſtand the meaning of a 
vod life, that cannot underſtand the meaning ofa 
krmon, I charge you therefore chriſtiane, deprive not 
God of the honour you owe him, nor the church, or 
the fouls of wicked men, by your unfetiled minds and 
potted lives; hut grow up to that meaſure that may be 
t for ſuch a work. | | 
14. Do you confider what great things make 
S — — 
du have, you muſt not ſave your lives it he ſhould 
you io loſe them: WIhoſoever he be of you, that for- 
th nat all that he hath, he cannot be my diſcipk. Luke 
. 33. You muſt ſuffer with him, if you will be 
porned with him. Rom. viii. 17. You may be called 
the fiery trial, and to ſuffer alfo the ſpoiling of your 
yds, and in a word the loſs cf all. And do you 
* think you ſhall find ufc for the ft graces 
en? Finally, my brethren, be flrong in the Lord, and in 
power of his might. Read Ephes. vi. 10. 13. If 
M will endure in time of- perſecution, the word 
* D 2 muſt 


* 


TAS. Fr. 


1 
* 


20 ] 


muſt take deep rooting in your hearts, and yoy 
maſt be founded on a rock if you look to ſtand in 
time of ſtorms. Matt. vii. 24. 25 
15. Conſider alſo, that the fame reaſons that mined 
yau at firft to be chriſtians, ſhould now nave you to be cn. 
firmed chriſtians; tor they are of force as well for this 
as for that. You would not have miſſed your part in 
Chriſt for all the world, (if indeed you have the leaft 
degree of grace), And if the begining be good 
and neceflary, the increaſe is neither bad nor need. 
leſs, If ever Chriſt were needful, he is needſul 
full; it ever heaven and holineſs were good, they 
are good ſtill; and if it was then but a reaſonable 
thing that you ſhould forfake all for Chriſt and fol 
low bim, it is ſure as reaſonable that you ſhould fol- 
low him to the end; till you reach that blefledneſs 
which was the end for which at firſt you followed 
him: 1 T he. iv. 10. 4 
16. Nay, more than ſo, you have the addition of 
much experience, which ſhould be an exceeding help to 
| quicken your affettions. When you firſt repented and 
came unto Chriſt, you never had any experience i 
yourſelves of his ſaving ſpecial grace before; but you 
came in upon the bare hearing and believing of f: 
But now you have taſted that the Lord is gracious; 
and you have received at his hands the pardon of fin, 
the ſpirit of adoption, and the hope of glory, which 
before you had not! And ſhould not new motives 
and helps thus added to the old, be the means of 
adding to your zcal and holineſs? And therefore ſec 
that you increaſe. Rom. v. 1. 
17. And moſt, or many of you, have cauſe * 
eonhider how long you have been already in the family and 
elo! of Chriſt, What! Be ſo many years in hus 
ichool, and yet be in the loweſt form! Heb. v. 12- + 
O poor weak diſeaſed chriſtian! Haſt thou been Und 
many years beholding the face of God by faith, 50 


yet thou art no more in love with bim — „ 


[21 f 
ſight ! Haſt thou been ſo long hearing and talking of 


heaven, and yet art thou no more heavenly nor 
ready for heaven! Surely few parts of all the earth are 
like to England for the precious ordinances of God! 
How many ſermans? How many plain and power- 
ful books? Surely Sirs, it is but juſt that God 
ſhould expect you all to be giants; even heavenly 
grown confirmed chriſtians. moun 

18. And methinks it ſhould ſomewhat move you 
to confider how others have thriven in leſs time, 
and by ſmaller means by far than you have had! Job, 
that was ſo magnified by God himſelf, had not ſuch 
means as you: Abraham, Iſaac, Facob, Joſeph, had 
none of them all ſuch means as you! Matt. xiii. 17: 
As the times of the goſpel have far clearer light, 
) and give out greater meaſures of grace; fo the true 
| genuine children of the goſpel ſhould be far more 
confirmed, ſtrong, and heavenly than thoſe that 
were under ' the darker adminiſtrations - of the 
promile, ue ä e 

19. Confider alſo, that neſs 15 
fedtion, and that of the ſane bind you muſt — in 8 
though not in the ſame degree; and therefore if you be 
not defirous of its increaſe, it ſeems you are out of 
love with your own ſouls, and with heaven itſelf: 
And when you ceaſe to grow in holineſs, you ceaſe 
to go on any further to ſalvation. There is no 
heaven without a perfection in holineſs; if theres 
fore you let fall your defires of this, it ſeems 
let fall your defires of ſalvation. Up then nd be 
doing, and grow as men that are growing up to 
glory ; and if you believe that you are in your pro» 
greſs to heaven, being nearer your ſalvation than 
when you firſt believed, ſee that you make a pro- 
greis in heavenly mindedneſs, and that you be 
riper for ſalvation than when you firſt believed. | 

20. Conſider that little grace little glory, and the 
Frater the meaſure of holineſs the greater meaſure of 
happineſs. 
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F their feet, and their hearts above with God their hap- 
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happineſs. If you queſtion it, read Matt. v. | 
know that the glory of the loweſt ſaint in heaven 
will be excceding great, but doubtleſs the greateſt - 
meaſure is unſpeakably moſt deſuable: At leaft 
it ill beſcems an heir of glory to deſire but the 
loweſt degree of glory, though he: plcad the hap- 

1 of the loweſt ſaint in heaven, and his own 
unworthineſs of the loweſt place; for he that will be 
ſo content. with the ſmalleſt; glory, as not to have 
hearty deſires of more, is accordingly content to 
have in himſelf ihe ſmalleſt meaſure of the know- 


and love. of God, and to be loved in the 


ledge 
ſmalleſt meaſure by him, and to have the leaſt 
enjoyment. of him, and to bear the ſmalleſt part in 
his praiſe, and in pleaſing and gloritying him 


forever; for all theſe things are our happincſs itſclf. 
. Bleſſed are they that hunger and thir after righteauſneſs, 
yer they ſhall be filled. Matt. v. 6. This is not ſpoken 
to them that have none, but to them that have it, 
and fain would have more. O pray and ſtrive to 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. To him be glory bath now and 
fare ver. Amen. 2 Peter, iii. 18. | 
And now Chriſtian Reader, I entreat thee ſcberly 
to: conſider of theſe twenty motives, whether they 
do not ſhew thee reaſon enough to move thee to 
look after bigher things, and not to ſlay in an 
- infancy of holineſs. O how few are the chriſtians 
that are eminent in humility, meekneſs and elf 
denial, that are content to be accounted nothing, 
ſo that Chriſt may be all, and his honour may be 
ſecured! That live as men devoted to God, and 
honour him with their ſubſtance, and freely expend, 
yea ſtudy for advantage to improve all their riches 
and intereſt in his ſervice ! How few are they that 
live as in heaven upon earth, with the world 


pineſs! That feel themſelves to live in the workingian 
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warmth of love to God, and make him their delight, 
and are content with his approbation whoever 'dif- 
approveth them! that are till groaning or reaching 
and ſeeking after him, and long to be with him, to 
be rid of fin, and ſee his blefled face, and live in 
his perfect love and praiſes! That love and long 
for the appearance of Jeſus Chriſt, and can hearnly 
lay, come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. And now to 
perſuade you further to look after this, I ſhall here 
annex a few motives more. 

1. Conſider chriſtian, that it is a God of exceeding 
infinite greatneſs and goodneſs that thou haſt to do with, 
and therefore it is not ſmall and low matters that are 


ſuitable to is ſervice. If you better knew the ma- 


jeſty of God, you would know that the beſt is too 
litle for him, and that trifling is not tolerable in 
his ſervice. Mol. i. 8. 14. 1 will be ſanflified in 
them that come nigh me, and before all the people will 
I be glorified. Who is able to fland before this 
holy Lord God? 1 Sam. vi, 20. Lev. x. 1. 2. | 
2. Confider alſo, it was an exceeding great price 
that was paid for your redemption : For you were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as ſilver and gold, 
from your wain comver ſation, received by tradition from 
yur fathers, but by the precious blood of Jeſus Chrift. 
| Peter, i. 18. 19. It being therefore ſo great a 
price that you are bought with, remember that 
vou are none of your own, but muſt glorify him that 
bought you, in body and ſpirit which are his. 1 Ot. 

Vl. 20. | | | 
3 Confider alſo, that it is not a ſmall, - * ex- 
ceamg glory that is promiſed you in the goſpel, and 
which you the in 1 — 4 * . — 
t ſhould be an exceeding love that you ſhould have 
to it, and an exceeding care that you ſhould have 
fit. Make light of heaven and make light of all. 
Shall ſuch a thing as heaven be coldly or careleſly 
minded or ſought after? Shall the endleſs fruition 
of 


. 


of God in glory be looked at with ſleepy heartlef 
wiſhes? I tell you Sirs, if you will have ſuch high 
hopes, you muſt have high and ſtrong endeavours, 
A ſlowpace becomes not bim that travelleth to ſuch 
a home as this. If you are reſolved for heaven, be- 
have yourſeles accordingly. A gracious, reverend, 
godly frame of ſpirit, producing an acceptable ſer- 
vice of God, is fit for them that look to receite the 
kingdom that cannot be moved. Heb, xii. 28, The be- 
lieving thoughts of the end of all our labours, muſt 
needs convince us that we ſhould be fedfaſt and u- 
movable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 0 
let the noble greatneſs of your hopes appear in thc 
reſolyedneſs, exactneſs, and diligence of yur lives. 
4. Confider alſo, that it is mt only low and ſmall 
mercies that you receive from God, but mercies innume- 
' rable, ineſtimable, and exceeding great. Mercy brought 
ou into the world. and mercy hath nouriſhed you and 
ed you up, and mercy hath defended and mun- 
tained you, and plentifully provided for you; you 
bodies live upon it, your ſouls were recovered by it 
it gave you your being, it reſcued you from miſery, 
it ſaved you from fin and ſatan and yourſelves; all 
you have at preſent you hold by it; all you can hope 
for, for the future muſt be from it, Unſpeakablc 
mercies muſt needs be felt in deep imprefſions, and 
be fo ſavoury with the gracious hy that methinks 
it ſhould werk us to the higheſt reſolutions. Un. 
thankfulneſs is a crime that heathens did deteſt, and 
it is exceeding great unthankfulneſs, if we have 50 
excecding great love and obedience, under ſuch ex. 
ceeding great and many mercies as we poflels. 
entreat poor troubled fearful ſouls to refol't 
this one thing, which is reaſonable, neceflar) 
and in their power; that when they are upon — 
knees with God, that they will oo" as much 
their time and words in confef mercies nd 
praifing God, as in confeſſing fin and condemans 


theme 
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\hemſclves, and lamenting their wants, weakneſſes, 
and diſtreſs. O love the Lord all ye his ſaints. I will 
praiſe thee O Lord my God with all heart : For 
great is thy mercy toward me : And thou haft delivered 
my ſoul from the loweſt hell. Pſalms, Ixxxvi. 11. 1a. 
" XxXlii, 19. and xxxi. 21. n, 1 
5. Conſider, that they are exceeding great helps and 
means that you poſſeſs to further your ſanctiſication and 
cbedience to God; and therefore your holineſs and 
obedience ſhould be exceeding great. Every leaf 
and line of the ſcripture is a guide or ſpur to you. 
Mercies to encourage. you, affiitions to Excite you. 
Happy is he that hath the God of Jacab for his help, 


op hope is in the Lord his God: The Lord toketh 


aſure in them that fear him, in thoſe that hope in his 
mercy. Pſalm cxlvi. 5. And yet will you be infants, 
and do no more with your helps! * = 

6. It is an exceeding great neceſſity that is uon you ; 
for all you are converted, your ſalvation lieth upon 
your ſtability and perſeverance, Cyl. i. 22. 23. And 
death will not be , bribed nor put by; judgment is 
coming on, and there is no ſhifting out of the hands 

7. Conſider. It is à great account you have to make, 
and therefore a great preparation that ſhould be made. 
When you ſhall be brought before the living God, 
and all your times, thoughts and ways muſt be 
called over, and you ſee what follows, and are 
waiting for the final doom, then there will be no 
dull thoughts in your hearts, all will then be lively 
and quite above this careleſs frame. O prepare for 
loch a day as this; for we muſt all appear before the 
N crit. „ 
8. For trifles here are great endeavours uſed. To 
climb up into honour, .and to ſatisfy the fleſh; to lay 
up a treaſure on earth, and labour for the meat that 
periſheth, O what endeavours then ſhould be uſed 
tor the heavenly treaſure! Nay, till you 
b "of 8 
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11 
ſee ſo much of the certainty and excellency of ever. 
laſtin glory, as ſhall prevail with you to lay out 
your Ki ful labour for it, (in ſubordination to Chriſſ 
and to be at a point with afl this world, as having laid 
up your treaſure and hope in the world to come, you 
have no good ground to conclude that you are true 


chriſtian converts; for all ſuch are heavenly in their 
hearts, and in the drift of all their lives. Luke, 


xii. 34. 
. Confider alſo, how forward and dili 

thoſe men be, that are ſure they can never g — 
be too diligent when they have done their beft, O there 
is not the holieſt ſaint on earth, but will confeſs with 
forrow and lamentation, how little his love to God 
is in compariſon of what it ſhould be. How ſhort all 
falls below our duty, below the glorious majeſty of 
God, below the precious love of Chriſt, below the 
worth ers ſouls, below the weight of endlcks 
glory, below the great neceſſity that is on us, and 
conſequently below their own deſire. Look there- 
fore after greater things while you may attain them. 

10. Laſtly, confider what 5 of great tv 
gagements are on you that are ſincere believers, more that 
upon others, 

1. You are nearer related to Chrift than any others art: 
For ye are all the children of God, by faith in Chriſt 2 
ꝛohere fore he is not aſhamed to call them brethren. Iſaiai, 

j. 2. 3- Gal. iii. 26. And therefore you ſhould be 
more tender of offending him, and more in love and 
ſervice to him. | 

2. You have bound yourſelves to him by more ſerious fre- 
quent' vows and covenants than other men have done. Hou 
many perſons, places, and neceſſities of yours can 
witneſs againſt you, if you be not firm and forward 
215 Lord. Poor 2 = Behold this fone, f 

be a witneſs againſt you, left you deny your God. 

3. It is you — the life and kernel of all God's 
mercies, others haye but the crumbs that fall = 
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our tables; all things are yours, and ſhould: ona 

Chriſt's? 1 Cor. i. 21. 

4. You have the ſpirit and heavenly bfe within you, 

which the reſt of the world are ed with. 1, foks, 
iv. 4 Te are of God, bittle children, and have overcome 
them becauſe greater it he that is in you, than he that 15 
in the word, And will you not walk in the ſpirit that 
is given you, and mortify the fleſh by it? 
5. It ts you above all others, to wham the word. and 
meſſengers of God are ſent ! Lute, iv. 26. 27. Me 
muſt ſpeak to all and invite all; but it you God's 
ſpecial eye is upon; it is your alvation he intends to 
accompliſh by us. | 

6. Moreover, know more, and have greater ex- 
perience to affift you than others have, and — you 
ſhould excel them accordingly. 

7, All the world expecteth more from you than others. 
God expecteth more from you; for he hath given you more, 
and meaneth to do more for you. Muſt you be inthe 
eternal joys of heaven, when all your unſanctiſied 
neighbours are in torments? And yet will you not 
more endeayour to excel them! O Sirs, believe i it, it 


is not ſmall or common things that God and his mini- 


ers and _ world expecteth from you. 1 T.. 


ui, > 8. 
3 God himfelf doth make his boaſt of 
= and call out the world to abſerve your exce z he 
ſets you up as the lights of the world to be beheld by 
others; he calls you in his word, his peculiar treaſure 
dor all pe » Exodus, xix. 5, A choſen generation, 
a royal prie — an hay nation, a peculiar people. 1 Pe- 


ter, ii. nat that your body is the t 
of the 60% are goed e how of Go 
and ye vs Gy et I w Behold what 


manner of love the Father — pon us, that we 
ſbould be called the ſons of Falilten, then 
heirs; heirs of God, — Around th ft ! 1 Tohn, 
& Rom, es” ah {nes Brethren 


ſhall 
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ſhall the Lord — all this, and more than this, in 
the ſcriptures of your glory, and will you not prove 0 
yourſelves glorious, and ſtudy to make good this 
precious word? The righteous is more excellent than his 
þ 
h 


neighbour. Prov. xii. 26. And will you not ſtudy to 
ſhew yourſelves more excellent indeed? I intreat 


you, I require you in the name of God, ſee that you it 
anſwer theſe high commendations given you in the * 
word of God. el ſ! 


9. Confider of this as the higheſt motive of all. 
doth not only magnify you and boaſt of you, but alſo ke 
hath made you the living images of his bleſſed ſelf, lit ſa 
Jeſus Chrift, his ſpirit, and his holy word; ſo he hath ex- 
pojed himſelf, his ſpirit and his word to be cenſured by the 
world according to your lives. As God hath imprinted 
his holy nature in the ſcripture, ſo he hath made his 
word the ſeal, to imprint again his holy image on 
your hearts. Heb. viii. 10. and x. 16. For this 
the covenant that I will make with the = rv Iſrael = 
thoſe days ſaith the Lord; I will s into then 
—.— them in their — * And I will be 1 
them a God, and they ſhall be to me a people. I beſeech 
you therefore remember what it is to be a true con- 
verted chriſtian: It is to be called from things com- 
mon and unclean, and ſeparated to God; it is to be 
brought nigh to him, as the children of his houſhold, 
that are themſelves, and all that they have in ha 
hands; it is to he taken off yourſelves, and your own, 
and to loſe yourſelves and all you have in God, by the 
moſt gainful loſs; it is taking God in Chriſt for all, and 
ſo being content to have nothing but him and for him; 
it is a changing of our old — 2 ſelf, for God, a 
ter maſter, and ſo our old work, which was ſelf-ſeck- 
ing and pleaſing, for ſelf-denial and to the ſeeking 
and plcating of God, See now that this be done, and 
that your treacherous hearts deceive you not. 
10, Laſtly conſider, that the faithful ſervant 


Chrift are but few; they are called by hum 4 
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fick. Luhe, xii. 32. And therefore if thoſe few 
diſhonour him and prove not faſt t6 him, what do 
you but provoke him to forſake all the world, and 
make an end of all the ſons of men? O let the Lord 
be magnified in his faints, let the name of the moſt 
holy God be written as in your very foreheads. As 
it is written, be ye holy, for I am holy. O that you 
would be ſo tender of the honour of the Lord, as to 
ſhine forth ſo brightly in holineſs and .Ngileonloch, 
that he who runs, might read whoſe ſervants you 
are, and know the image and ſuperſcription of God, 
upon the very face of your converſations, 

The great matter that I intended when I began 
this diſcourſe is yet behind; and that is the giving you 
ſuch v1KECTIONS as may tend to your confirmation 
and perſeverance; which I now proceed to, But I 
ntreat every reader that hath a ſpark of grace in his 
ſoul, that he reſolve. in the ſtrength of Chriſt to put 
theſe directions in pradtice. Yea reader I tender it 
to thee with as earneſt a defire as if thou ſaweſt me 
upon my knees intreating thee for the Lord's ſake, 
and for thy ſouls ſake, and as ever thou hopeſt for 
the comforts of a dying man, and as thou wilt anſwer 
to Chriſt and thy own conſcienc with peace at laſt, 
that thou turn them not off with a bare peruſal, or 
approbation ; but ſeriouſly to confider of what thou 
readeſt, and heartily to beg of God upon thy knees, 
o teach thee and lead thee into the truth; and then 
to be true to God and thy own conſcience, and re- 
ſolredly to do that which thou art convinced is right, 
int beſt and neceflary. Let me reap but thus much 
fruit of all my foregoing exhortations, and I ſhall not 
Mink my labour loft. « 
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2 tion is, and how it muſt be ſoundly laid. The 


| tion is laid in our underſtandings; as good, it is lat 
in the will. We muſt therefore firſt conſider of the 
matter of the foundation, and then of the manne! 


[i] And firſt, The foundation is that matter or n 
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propoſitions that expreſs our faith in God the F * 
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CONFIRMATION 
A STATE OF GRACE. 


DIRECTION I 


Be ſure that the foundation be well laid, both in your hea 
and hearts; or elſe you can never attuin to confirmatin 
wor be ſavingly built up. 

O this end you muſt know what the found: 


foundation hath two parts or reſpects, — t 
the faculties of the ſoul where it muſt be lai 

firſt is the truth of the doctrine and matter, and the 
ſecond is the goodneſs of it. As truth, the founds 


how they muſt be received or laid. 


aur chriſtian faith, hope and love. This hath been 
always contained in our baptiſmal covenant; ſo th 
the foundation principal or fundamental matte! u 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, The ſecondat 
foundation, or fundamental doctrine is thoſe ſcripum 
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Sn, and Holy Ghoſt. As we muſt therefore believe 
that there is one only God, ſo we muſt believe Gor 
Inf FATHER is the firſt in the Holy Trinity of per- 
ſons; that the whole Godhead is perfect and riff 
in being, power, wiſdom, and good 

God is the creator, preſerver and diſpoſer of all 
things, and the owner and ruler of mankind, moſt 
uſt and merciful : That as he is the begining of all, 
ſo he is the ultimate end, and the chief good of man, 
which, before all things elſe, muſt be lovod and 
(ovoht. „inn DAR 1 
Gant the Son, we muſt moreover believe, 
that he is the ſame God with the Father, the ſecone 
Perſon in Trinity, incarnate and ſo become man, by 
a perſonal union of the Godhead and manhood: 
That he was without fin, original or actual; having a 
finleſs nature, and a finleſs life: That he fulfilled all 


our fins and gave himſelf a ranſom for us; and Bein 
buried he roſe again from the dead, and afte | 
alcended into heaven where he is Lord of all, in 
glory with the Father, and intercedeth for believers: 
That he will come again and raiſe the dead and judge 
the world; the righteous to everlaſting life, and the 
wicked to everlaſting puni : That this is the 
ly Redeemer the way, the truth, and the life; 
iether is their acceſs to the Father but by him, nor 
lation in any other. | ' Aa en e 

Concerning the HoLy Gnost, we muſt believe. 
at he is the ſame one God, the third Perſon in 
nay, ſent by the Father and the Son to inſpire 
e Prophets and Apoftles; and that the doctrine 
Upired and mi atteſted by him is infaliby 
me: That he is the ſanctiſier of thoſe that ſhall be 
©; renewing them after the image of God, in 
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ness and righteouſneſs, giving them repentance, 
coin, hope, love, and fincere obedience; cauſing 
es n to overcome the fleſh, the world, and the 


devil 3 


neſs: That this 


righteouſneſs, and was put to death as a facrifice for 
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devil; thus gathering an holy church on \canh 40 
Chriſt, who have by his blood the pardon of all their 
ins, and ſhall have everlaſting bleſſedneſs with God. 
This is the eſſence of the chriſtian faith as to the ma- 
ter of it. | | _ IT | 
2 The matter of our chriſtianity to be received by the 
will is as followeth: As we muſt conſent to all the 
forementioned truths, by the belief of the underſtand- 
ing, ſo the pure. Godhead muſt be received as the 
fountain, and our end. The Father as our owner, 
ruler and bene factor, on the title of creation and te- 
demption, and as our everlaſting happineſs. be 
& as; our only faviour by redemption; bringing u 
pardon, reconciliation, holineſs, and glory, . and 
delivering us from fin and ſatan; and the wrath and 
curſg of God, and from hell. The Holy -Ghoft as our he 
guide and ſanctifſier. All which containeth our te- 
nouncing the fleſh, the world, and the devil, a & 
carnal-ſelf, that is the point of their unity and heartd ceſ 
the old man. This is the good that muſt be em its 
braced by the will. | 1 oy * | 

[a] And ſecondly as ts the manner of receiving it, it mul 


be done unfeignedly, reſolvedly, unreſervedly, a6 * 
habitually, by an inward covenanting of the heart, 5 ot 
followeth:—/ ds heartily take this one Gov for m WM cio 
God and chief good, and this ]esus CHRIST for wry a) facr 


Lord, Redeemer, and Saviour, and this Hol v Gros 
for my ſanctiſier; and the doctrine by hum revealed, nd 
ſealed by his miracles, and now contained in the holy ſerif 


faith and life. And repenting unfeignedly 
47 en the — of Gad, fincerely 
both in holineſs to God, and righteouſneſs to men, a 
Special love to the ſaints, and commumon with them, ag 
all the temptations of the devil, the, world and the — 
and this to the death. He that can fincerely 2 


. ooh is a fincere chriſtian, and this * 


141 


effence of chriſtianity; this is true believing in Gꝰd 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; this is the foundation, 
and this is the right _ of laying it. 

That it may be ſoundly laid in your under- 
ſtandings, you muſt |, REP "RNS 

1. Recerve it as certain truth revealed by God in 
kis holy word, by a lively effectual faith. much 
you believe indeed as you love, and as hath im- 
printed the image of God upon your hearts. 

2. And it muſt be entirely received and not only a 
part of it : Chriſt will not be divided, you ſhall 
not have him as a juſtifier ,of you, if you will not 
have him as a ruler, a guide, and ſanRiifier of 
you: If you will not conſent that he ſhall- ſave 


you from fin, he will not conſent to ſave you from 
hell. | 


8 not your merit, but your hearty conſent, (as ac- 
cepting of the benefits freely given, according to 
ts nature, uſe, and ends) that is thegequired con- 
dition of all rhe bleſſings of the . grace. 

4. You muſt labour to ſee the evidence of their verity 
duch as the gracious, merciful, and loving nature 
of God the Father; the merciful nature, and gra- 
cious offices of Jefus Chriſt ; the ſufficiency of his 
ſacrifice and merit, and the univerſality of his pro- 
miſes. Behold the wonderful works of God in the 
whole creation! The miracles of Chriſt, the ho- 
linels and purity of his doctrine, with its power- 
ul effects on ſuch as truly receive it. 1 John, v. 10. 

And 5. You muſt conſider of the worth and necefſity 
of the matter revealed in the goſpel, that your judgments 
ney tighly eftcem it. To this end, firſt learn ſome 
catechiſm, be much in reading and hearing the 
holy Scriptures, and enquiring of your teachers and 
Akers that can help you; and ſce that you take 
your work before, you, and ſtep not higher till 


this be done. 
| F zj Whew 


4 T7. CAT RT LE 


Kr FST 


bs - + » = - 
_— TT _—_— 


* 
* 2 ' 
- 4 - &- i 
— — 
—— — 1 OT OP OT —__— 


3. You muff labour to underfland theſe articles. It 
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[3-] When you have thus laid the foundation in 
your. underſtanding, be ſure above all, that i le 
firmly laid in your heart ar uill. It is not bare know- 

ledge of the truth, or the mere fears of hell, that 

is a true converſion; but it 1s a changed heart, lla. 
is fallen in love with God and holineſs, and into a ſettled 
hatred of former fins. Take heed leſt you prove 
falſe and unſtedfaſt in the holy covenant; and leit 
you ſhould take the word but into the ſurface of 
your ſouls, and not give it depth of earth and root 
Ing. There is no promiſe in the ſcripture that you 
ſhall be pardoned if you almoſt repent and believe; 
or be ſaved if you be almoſt ſanRified and obedient: 
But on the contrary, the Lord hath plainly reſolved, 
that you muſt turn or die, though you almoſt 
turn; and repent or periſh, though you almoſt 
repent; and that you ſhall not enter into the king: 
dom of heaven without conver ſion and a new birth, 
though you come never ſo near it. A half unſound 
convert will as certainly periſh as a drunkard or 4 
whoremonger, though his torment may not be { 
great. Mark, x. 21. 22. 7 

Conſider further, that half conver fions do often from 
an occaſun of deluding men's ſouls, and making then 
quiet in a miſerable Rate, and ſo keeping them from being 
converted to the laſt, O how quietly do ſuch pot 
deluded finners read .and hear their doom 
miſery, and never once dream that they are the 
men that are meant; and therefore arc never di- 
mayed at the matter. This formeth you into 3 
ſtate of hypocriſy, and makes the courſe of you 
duties and your lives to be hypocritical. Hon 
ſmoothly will ſuch go on in any diſcourſe againl 
wicked men, as David heard the parable of Natter! 
and it never once entereth into their thoughts 
they ſpeak all this againſt themſelves, till the Judge 
ſhall tell them when it is too late, thou art the man: 
And the common cauſe of all this deceit and 7 


4. 
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is hat men do run from under the hands of their 
p1Fictan before he went to the bottom of their fore, 
and go away with half converſion, and fo ſpend all 
the reſt of their lives in a mere delufion, as verily 
thinking they are converted when they are not; 
hence alſo it is that we have ſo many worldlings 
that think themſelves religious men; that make 
Chriſt but a ſervant to their worldly intereſt, and 
ſeek heaven but for a reſerve when earth forſakes 
mem. Hence alſo it is that we have fo few pro- 
ſeſſors that can lay by their pride, and bear diſ- 
eſteem, or injury, and love their enemies and bleſs 
them that curſe them, yea or love their god! 

friends that crofs them, or diſhonour them; and fo 
few that can deny themſelves in their honour, or 
any conſiderable thing for Chriſt, and in obedience 
and conformity to his will; and all becauſe they 
never had the ſaving change that takes down ſelf 
and ſets up Chriſt a ſovereign in the foul. O this 
is it that makes our people fall ſo faſt in a day of 
trial; ſome ſhrink in. adverſity, and fome are en- 
ticed away by proſperity : Greatneſs and honour 
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* Wh deceiveth one, and riches run away with another, 
ind fleſhly pleaſure poiſons à zhird, and his con- 

5 WY fcience, religion, ſalvation and all, he facrificeth to 

t his belly, and ſwalloweth it down his throat; and 
ue love and goodneſs of God, the blood of 
e Chriſt, the precepts, promiſes, and threatenings of 
„de word, and the joys and torments which once he 

: Wh {*emed to believe, all are forgotten, or have loſt 
ur their force: And all becauſe the faundation was not 
* laid well at firſt, | 

1 

b DIRECTION I. 

- Think mot that all is done when you are converted; bat 
7 | 


F 2 remember 


remember that the work of your chiriſtianity then ciſęi 
in, and muſt be jo long as time of your lives. 
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" DOUBT it is the undoing of many to imagine 
that if once they are fanQified, they are ſo ſure 
m the hands of Chrift, that they have no more care 
totake, nor no more danger to be afraid of, and at 
faft think they have no more to do, as of neceſſity 
to ſalvation ; and thus prove that indeed they were 
never fanctified. I confeſs when a man is truly con- 
verted, the principal part of his danger is over; he 
is ſafe in the love and care of Chriſt, and none can 
take him out of his hands. But this is but part of 
the truth; the other part muſt be taken with it, or 
we deceive ourſelves. Holinefs is ſtill the way to 
happmefs, and much care and diligence is required 
at our hands; and it is no more certain that we ſhall 
be faved by Chriſt, than it is that we ſhould be kept 
in fairh, love, and holy obedience by him. It 
true that none can ſeparate us from the love of God, 
and from a care to pleaſe him, and from a holy 
diligence in the work of our ſalvation, as that none 
can take us out of his hands, and bring us into 4 
ſtate of condemnation, He that is reſolved to bring 
us to glory, is as much reſolved to bring us to it by 
rſeverance in holineſs and diligent obedience; for 
bo never decreed one without the other. Indeed 
| when we are converted we have efapey many 
dangers, but yet there are many more before us: 
We are tranſlated from death to life, but not from 
earth to heaven: We have the life of grace, but jet 
we are ſhort of the lite of glory. And why hare 
we the life of grace, but to uſe it and live by it 
Why come we into the vincyard but to work? 
why come we into the race but to run for the prize 
And why come we into the army of Chriſt but 9 
fight? And your ſalvation lieth upon the vi!ay* 


Or why come we in the right way but to 1 1 


N 
in it? We never do God faithful ſervice till the 


day of our converſion, and then it is that we begin: 
San ification muſt turn the very bent and ſtream of 
heart and life to God, to Chriſt and glory: It muſt 
mortify carnal ſelf and the world to you; it muſt 
make you a people devoted, conſecrated, and re- 
ſigned vp io God, with all you have; it muſt make 
all fin odious to you, and make God in Chriſt the 
love and defire of your ſouls; ſo that it muſt give 


you a new heart, a new end, a new maſter, a he. 


law, and a new converſation. This is the noble, 
the heavenly work which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
vouchſafed to make the bufineſs of his office : To 
be without this work, is to be without the Holy 
Ghoſt : And if any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he 
it none of his. Rom. viii. 9. If therefore you would 
rather be alive than dead, yow ſhould' rather be 
diigent in action, than in idleneſs. It is now you 
ſct to ſea, and begin your voyage for the bleſſed 
land; many a ſtorm, wave, and tempeſt muſt you 
expect: Many a combat with temptations muſt you 
undeigo: Many a hearty prayer have you yet to 
pour torth: Many and. many a duty to perform to 
Cod and man. And think not this a. grievous doc- 
tine; it is your privilege, it is your joy, your 
earthly happineſs that you may be ſo employed: 
That you that till now have lived like ſwine or 
moles, may now take wing and fly to God, and 
walk in heaven, and talk with ſaints and be guarded 
by angels, Is this a life to be accounted grievous? 
Now you begin to live like men that you may live 
lixe angels? A "godly life is nothing elſe but 4 
lowing the ſeed: of heaven owearth, and a learning 
n the ſchool of Chriſt the ſongs ef praiſe which we 
muſt uſe before the throne of God; and by futfering, 
2 learning to triumph and reign with Chriſt. 1 
would have you retain your fear of finning, and be 
much more in the love of God, and in his ſervice, 


than 


K 


than you were at firſt, Think not that religion 
cConſiſteth all in ſorrows, but rather in righteouſneſs, 

ace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. Temptations will 

unt you to the laſt hour? of your lives; if therefore 
you would not fall by thefe temptations, you muſt 
watch and pray to the laſt, Give not over watch- 
ing, till Satan give over tempting and watching 
advantages againſt you. The, promiſe is ſtill on 

condition that you perſevere: and abide in Chriſt, 
rooted and ſtedfaſt in the faith, and overcome, and 
be faithful to the death, as you may fee in John, xv. 
throughout. Jom, viii. 31. Rom. ii. 3, Cal. i. 22. 
Phil. ii. 12. If you have begun refolvedly, 
ceed reſolvedly. It is the undoing of men's fs 
to think that all the danger is over, and loſe their 
apprehenſions of it, when they are yet but in the 
way ; when their care and holy fears abate, their 
watches go down, the foul is laid open as a com- 
mon wilderneſs, and made a prey to every luſt; 
and therefore ſtill know that your work is not done 
tll your life be done. 
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Be fare that you underſtand wherein your eftabliſomen 

and growth confiſteth, that you may not miſcarry h 

' ſeeking ſomewhat elſe inflead of it; nor think you hat 

m when you have it not, or that you want it when un 
have it, and ſo be needleſsly diſquieted about it. 


Vo your aſſiſtance in this, I ſhall further ſhe# 
F you wherein your confirmation and g 
confiſteth in its ſeveral parts, both as it is ſubjecded 
or exerciſed in your underſtandings, your wills 
and affeftions, and your converſations, | 
And | 1. ] For your under /tandings, your eftabliſhe 
ment and growth in knowledge conſiſteth. 


Is h. 
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x In diſcerning more or better evidences for the great 


9, t0 42. and i. 50. It is not the moſt confident 
belief that is always the ſtrongeſt belief.; but there 
muſt be ſound grounds and evidence to ſupport that 
confidence, or elſe it may ſoon be ſhaken. When 
I conſider the great unlikeneſs of men's hearts and 
lives to ſuch a belief as we all profeſs, Heannor but 
tear that not only the ungodly, but moſt that truly 
hope for glory, have a far weaker belief of che 
ſoul's immortality, and of the truth of the goſpel, 
than they were apt to imagine. Who could ſtand 
triling as moſt men do, at the door; of eternity, 
that verily believed his immortal ſoul muſt, 
be there? I confeſs there is much | weakneſs of 
faith in things unſeen, even where there is ſincerity; 
but where there is little diligence for the world to 


and that ſuch perſons are not aware how much 


plain of the uncertainty of their title to ſalvation, 
and very little of their uncertainty of a heaven and a 
hell, Whereas a hearty perſuaſion of the latter, 
would do more tv convince.them of the former, 
than long examinations, and many marks of trial. 
Labour therefore to ſee the reaſons and ends, the 
nature and benefit of the chriſtian religion, and t 
get them more clearly, orderly, decently, conſtants 
ly, and powerfully printed on the mind. To this 
en | 


2. You muſt grow to a clearer apprehenſion of the 
very ſame . reaſons and evidences of the truth, which you 
knew before. The beſt reaſon in the world can 
work but little on him that hath but a little under- 
ſtanding of it. A man that hath the beſt argument. 
may forſake the truth, becauſe he hath not a good 
underſtanding of theſe arguments: As a man that 
hach the beſt weapons in the world, may be killed 


for 
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ruth of chriſtianity, than you ſaw before. Fohn, iv. 


come, I muſt think there is but little belief of it, 


they ſecretly doubt the truth of it. Moſt come: 
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for want of ſtrength and ſkill to uſe them. TY 
you, if you know all the truths in the Bible, you 
may grow much in knowledge of the very ſame 
truths which you already know. 

3. Study therefore to grow in the more methodical 
knowledge of the ſame truths which you have recemed 
This will be a conſiderable part of your confirmation 
and growth in your underſtandings, to ſee the body 
of chriſtian doctrine as it were at one view, as the 
ſeveral parts of it are united in one perfect frame; 
and to know what aſpect one point hath upon 
another, and which is their due places. Nay our 
hearts and lives will not be well ordered, if the me- 
thod or order of the truth received ſhould be 
miſtaken ; for the truths of God are the very inſt» 
ments of your ſanctification, which is nothing bu 
their effects upon your vnderſtandings and wills, 
as they are ſet home by the Holy Ghoſt. Truths 
are the ſeal, and your ſouls are the wax, and hol 
neſs is the impreſſion made. 192 
4.᷑. Another part of your confirmation and growth 

in the underſtanding is, in diſcerning the ſame truths 
amore practically than you did before. and perceromy the 
uſefulneſs of every truth, for the doing of its work u 
your hearts and Itves. arn therfore evory day 
more and more, to know what every, truth is 
for, that this is for the exerciſe and firengrhening oſ 
fuch a grace, and this is good againſt ſuch or ſuch 
diſeaſe of the ſoul. Every leaf in the Bible hatha 
healing virtue in it; they are the leaves of the ire 
of life. Not a word without its uſefulneſs. 2 7 
iii. 16. 17. and therefore read, ſtudy, believe, obey, 
and ſtick cloſe to the ſcriptures. = 1 

5. Moreover, you muſt grow, mot only in knowing tht 
uſe fulneſs of truths, but alſo in knowing how to uſe lien; 
that you may have the benefit of that worth that is in then. 
Many a man knows what ule a workman's tools ae 


for that yet knows not how himſelf to uſe 5 
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may grow in this {kill as long as you live, even 
in underſtanding how to uſe the ſame truths which 
you have long known. | 287 

O what excellent chriſtians ſhould we be, if 
we had but this holy ſkill and hearts to uſe it: We 
have the whole armour of God to put on and uſe. Eph. 
vi. 13. But all the matter is how to uſe it. This is 
it that muſt make you rich in grace, when you in- 
creaſe in the ſkilful uſe of truth. The ſoul will not 
be charmed into holineſs by the bare hearing or 
ſaying over a few good words; it muſt be truth 


at the heart that muſt change the heart. When 


you have conſidered that every truth of God is a 
meſſage to your hearts, as well as your heads, and 
hath &« work of God to do there, look after that 
work; and when you hear or read a truth, go down 
into your hearts and ſee what it hath done there; 
and if you find not in your wills, reſolutions, and 
and affections the image and fruits of the truth 
you have heard, fetch it up again, and ruminate 
upon it, and do not think you have done with it till 
this is done. | | * Pain 

Moreover, your underſtandings may be much 
advanced by knoweng the ſame truths more experimentally 
than you did before. When you have taſted and 
ſeen that the Lord is ious; when you have 
taſted the ſweetneſs of the promiſes, and of the 
pardon of fin and peace with God, and the hopes 


of glory, you will have more experimental know- 


ledge of the riches of grace than you had before: 
And when you have lived a while in communion 
with Chriſt and the ſaints, and walked a while with 
God in a heavenly converſation, you will then 
know the nature and worth of holineſs by a know- 
ledge more experimental and ſatisfactory than 
betore. | 
7. Moreover, - you muſ? labour to grow in a higher 
efirmation of the ſame __ knew before. "You ſee 
ſo 


la )J 


ſo much wiſdom and goodneſs in God the firſt hour 
of your new life as cauſed you to prefer him before 
the world; and you ſee ſo much neceſſity of a 
ſaviour, ſo much love and mercy in Jeſus Chrif, 
as draweth up your hearts to fm; and you ſee 
ſo much certainty and glorious excellency in the 
life to come, that makes you value it more than 
your lives. But yet there is in all theſe ſuch an un- 
ſearchable treafure, that you can never value them 
near their worth; for all that you have ſeen of God, 
of Chriſt and glory, there is a thouſand times more 
excellency in them yet to be diſcerned: For all 
the beauty you have ſeen in holineſs, it is a thouſand 
fold more beautiful than ever you have een it; 
and for all the evil you have ſeen in fin, t s2 
thouſand fold worſe than ever you have ſeen tt 
be. There is an ocean of excellency 'in one article 
of our belief, and you will never find the banks 
or bottom till you come to heaven, and then you 
will find that it had neither banks nor bottom. 
8. Yeu muſt alſo labour to under ftand more truths fo 
number than at the firft you under flood, and to reach ts 
muck of 'the revealed will of as you can, and 1 
to flop in the mere eſſentials, Dut. xxix. 29. But lee 
that you proceed in due order from the effental 
ints to thoſe that lie next them, and ſo on to les 
needful matters.- And therefore take this advice, as you 
love your peace and growth: Neglect not to know wt, 
but beftow many and many hours in labouring to know bett 
the great truths you have received, for one you befiow i 
know more, Believe it, this is the ſafe and thriving w). 
There is enough in ſome one article of our taith, to hold 
you ſtudy all your lives, and afford you ſtill an increaſe 
of knowledge, to know Gad the Father, Son, and Spit, 
and their . to you, and operations for you; and 
your duties to them, and the way of communi 
with them, is that knowledge in'which you muſt - 
ſtill growing, till it be perfected by the hen 
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peatifical vin. And here you muſt obſerve, how 
gtaceleſsly and unlike to chriſtians thoſe men ſpeak, 
that ſay, they care nut for reading ſuch a book, or hears 
ing ſuck a minifter,, becauſe he tells them no more than 
they know already. It is a certain ſign that they do 
not know already the bleſſed nature of God and 
the riches of Chriſt; for if they did, they could not 
hear or think too much of them; they would long 
to know more, and therefore to hear more of them. 
All ſaints do make it their ſtudy to comprehend the 
height and breadth, and length and depth, and to know 
the love of God in Chriſt : But when they have done, 
they confeſs that it paſſeth knowledge. 575 fil. 17. 18. 
The miniſter that is much upon the eſſentials, takes 
the moſt ſafe and edity ing way. O Sirs, we have 
not a new God to preach to you, nor a new Chriſt, 
or Spirit, or Goſpel; nor a new heaven, or hope, 
or hapineſs to propound, Gal. i. 9. 10. It is a 
pitiful caſe io ſee ſome poor unſanctiſied fouls, how 
they wander and change from one opinion to another, 
and from party to party, to find out that they want 
within, Alas poor ſouls! If God were the neareſt 
and deareſt to your hearts, and Chriſt and his righ- 
teouſneſs exalted within you, and your - fouls un- 
ſeignedly turned from your fins, you would be in 
the certain way to heaven, in what country or com- 
pany, or church ſoever you were; ſuppoſing that 
you believe and do nothing there, which is incon- 
ſiſtent with the life of grace: Though yet every 
chriſtian ſhould chooſe that ſociety if he can, where 
he may not only be ſaved, but moſt certainly ſaved, 
and find the greateſt helps, or elſe where he may 
do God the greateſt ſervice. 

[ 2-] I ſhall next tell you wherein yqur eſtabliſh- 
ment and growth confiſteth, in the wil, and that 


i 
1. When upon good underſtanding and deep confidera- 
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fraclically reſolved for Gid and Glory than before, When 
you are firmly reſolved, that let God do with you 
what he will, and come of it what will, you will 
never chooſe another 'maſter, ſaviour, or ruler, ot 
happineſs, or way, or body, than you are in; and 
will never forſake the paths of holineſs. —This is | 
the fixed ſtate of the will, and the more of this, the 

more you grow, 

2. And when you have the Inveſt eſteem of the eres. 
tures, and the greateſt and moft reſolved averſeneſz 
all that would draw you from God, and can meet t 
greateſt worldly or fleſhly allurements with a holy c. 
tempt ; this ſhews a confirmed will. | 
3. And alſo, when you. are ſpeedy in holy reſolutions, 
and ſee nothing in a temptation, how great ſoever, that 
can make you demur upon it, or make a ſtop in a chriſtian 
courſe. This ſhews a confirmed willpand the more 
of this the more of holineſs. 

[ 3. ] The ſtrength and growth of holy cf 
confiſteth principally in theſe particulars : 

1. When the affeftions are lively, and not dull, 
that we make out after God and heaven with vigour and 
alacrity. HP 

2. When they are ready at hand, and not to ſeek, and 
need not a great deal a-do to quicken them. f 

z. When they are moſt pure and unmixed, as havng 
an of God and holineſs in them, and leſs of that whida 
is worldly and carnal, 88 hot” 

4. But principally, when they contain in them, or ar: 
company the aforeſaid confir mation or reſolvedneſs of the 
will; for it is more the willingneſs that is in them, 
than the heat of them that we muſt judge them by. 

5. And laſtly, hen they follow the beſt guidance 
the underſtanding, when they are obedient and yielding 
to faith and holy reaſon, and not too ready to hear ben h 
ſenſe, and be moved about fleſhly ſenſible things. 6 

4. ] And laſtly, for your converſations, your ſis 


bility and growth conſiſteth, : 


I. le 
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1. In the readineſs of your obedience. | 

2. In the fulneſs and exactneſs of it, 6/4 

3. in the reſolved conqueſt of all temptations that would 
federt you. | 

4. In the diligent uſe of all thoſe means that may 


farther confirm and firengthen you. 


5. In the evenneſs © it; that it be conſtant, not 
mixed with ſcandal, or ſtops in the way, or ſteppi 
out into bye paths. 

6. In your fruitfubeſs and profitableneſs to others, ac- 
Erding to the proportion of your talents ; that you ſtudy 


to do good, and do it with all the care, wiſdom, 


and diligence you Can. 

7. In the ſpirituality of it; that God be the prin- 
ciple and end. of all, and that all be animated from 
the bclieving conſideration of his attributes, and the 
vicws of everlaſting blefſedneſs; and that the love 
of God doth carry you about from duty to duty, and 
conſtrain you to it. 

8. And laſtly, In the meaſure of your preſent attain- 
ments of the end and fruits of your ebedience, when your 
inward graces are more confirmed and ' increaſed, 
ſhining in your works, and your Father is glorified: 
And when yourſelves are ready to go to God, and 
meet your Redeemer, and long more for his a 
pearing: In all theſe conſiſteth the ſtability, growth, 
and excellency of your conver ſation. 

And now by what I have ſaid you may ſee that 
confirmation doth not conſiſt, 

1. In mere fears, or purpoſes, that you are frightened into 
againſt your wills. fa 2er but koly nd — exceeding 
uſeful to us; even a fear of the threatenings and judg- 
ments of God; and becauſe of the preſent imperfection 
of love, and of the variety of temptations that here be- 
ſet us. But yet I muſt tell you, that in fear there is much 
more that is common tothe unſanctified, than there is in 
love, defire, and delight. Though fears is a neceſſary 
ſervant 
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fervant to watch for us, while we do. the work of 
bye. | 2 0 
2. Jt doth nat can ſiſt in the mere heat of affectiat. | 
3+ It doth not moſt or much conſiſt in ſpeculations, 
E uſeful truths. v5 
4. Nor yet in common gifts 7 grace ar nature, but in 
z word, it confifteth in holy love, kindled by effefludl 
th. When a firmly bclieving ſoul is fulleſt of 
ve to God, and Chriſt, and holineſs, this is the 
moſt confirmed ſtate of the ſoul, and in this you 
chicfeſt growth conſiſtech. 
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DIRECTION IV, 


y next advice for confirmation in a flate of gract, (+ 

1 to +” ths chriſtians) 145 be thus. The La 
downwards in humility ; be low and ſmall in your yon 
eyes, and affect not to be high or great in the eye: of 
others; and ftill keep a deep apprehenſ/im of the greu. 
weſs and danger of the fin of pride; but ſpecially o 
that called ſpiritual pride. 


* is the tree that hath the ſhalloweſt weakeſt 
. 
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rooting that moſt ſhaketh and is ſooneſt over- 
rown ; the deeper the roots, the higher the gromh 
for the moſt part. The building that hath not 
deep foundation, is ſooneſt ſhaken and overthrow. 
Till humiliation makes a finner feel his fin and 
' miſery, it is not poſſible, that Chriſt, as Chril 
mould be heartily welcome to him, or received is 
chat ſort as his honour doth expect. Chriſt s o 
foundation, and humiliation digs deep and lets bin 
into the heart. And this is true and ſaving humiliation, 

1. Which maketh you vile in your own eyes and 
yourſehves for ſin. FF. 
2. Aud maketh you more defirous to be delivertd and 
cleanſed from your fin, than to live in it, how Jeni 
| 4 
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gainful ſoever it is. It is he that moſt hateth fin, and 
is hardeſt drawn to it, that is trulieft humbled for it. 
And 3. Which maketh you ſet more by @ ſaviour i 
deltver you from it, than by all the pleaſures, riches, ond 
honour 5 7 the world. Whatever want of grief or team 
you find, if you have theſe ſigns, your repentance | 
and humiliation is fincere. e an pe 
O Griſtian! if thou wouldeſt live contitwally in 
the preſence of thy Lord, lie in the duſt, and he will 
thence take thee up. Learn 'of hum 40 be meet and 
lnuly, and thou ſbalt find reſt to thy ſeul. Otherwiſe 
thy ſoul will be like the troubled ſea when it cannot 
reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt. /atah, lvii. 
20, And inſtead of ſweet delight in God, 'thy pride 
will fill thee with perpetual diſquiet. 
Pride is commonly thought to be the Devil's firſt 
or chiefeſt ſin; ſure I am it is the proud that fall into 
his condemnation. 1. Tim. iii. 6. Pride is the ruling 
vice of the unſanctified: It is pride that like a ftorm 
or tempeſt doth ſet all the world in the rage, con- 
tention, differences and confuſion that we ſee hem 
in. It is pride that hath filled the church with di- 
viſions; and it is pride that cauſeth the apoſtacy of 
many that fall away; and the more men have of it, 
the leſs do they uſually diſcern it in themſelves; I am 
ſure the leſs do they hate it and la ment it. And 
though one would think that young beginners, and 
weak chriſtians, that have little to be proud of, 
ſhould be out of danger of this temptation ; yet ex- 
perience tells us that it is they that fall hy it more 
than ſtronger chriſtians: For the more 'men increaſe 
in wiſdom, the more they know their on un- 
worthineſs, their emptineſs, i nce and manifold 
fins, and what abundance of knowledge and 
they yet want; ſo that the more holy wiſdom and 
experience, the leſs pride. But folly is the parent 
and nurſe of pride; the humble foul is ſtill in an 
empty craving temper, he kungereth and thirſteth after 
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righteouſneſs, and therefore ſhall be filled. Matt. v. 6, 
No manſetteth fo high a price on Chriſt and grace, 
and all the means of grace; even the crumbs are 
welcome to him, which the proud deſpiſe." Pro, 
xxvii. 7. Therefore ſuch beggars are welcomeſt to 
God; he hath reſpe& to the humble ſoul; the de- 
light of God is in kim that is poor, and of a contrit 
ſpirit, and trembleth at his word. Iſaiah, Ixvi. 2. And 
the delight of ſuch a ſoul is in God; but God is far 
from dwelling in the foul that is proud. The hungry 
he filleth with good things, but the rich he ſends empy 
eway. Luke, i. 53. He giveth more, grace to the 
humble, when the proud are abhorred by hin. 
1. Peter, v. 5. The church of Laadicea that ſaid [ 
am rich and increaſed with goods, and have need of nutinng, 
was miſerable, poor, blind, and naked. Rev. iii. 17. 
Be ſure to keep mean thoughts of yourſelves; of your 
knowledge, parts, grace, and duties; and be con- 
tent to be mean in the eſteem of others, if you would 
not be worſe than mean in the eſteem of God. 


DIRECTION v. 
Exerciſe yourſekves daily in a life of faith upm Jeſu 


Chrift, as your ſaviour, your teacher, your median, 
and your king; as your example, your wiſdom, yu 
righteouſneſs, and your hope. 

N this your chriſtianity doth conſiſt, upon this your 
juſtification and ſalvation lie; this is the ſum of your 
converſion, and the very heart of the new creature: 
Chriſt is the end and fulfilling of the law, the ſubſtance of 
the Goſpel, the way to the Father, the life, the help, 
the hope of the believer ; if you know not him, yo 
know nothing; if you pofleſs not him, you have hs 
nothing, and if you are out of him, you can do no- 
— hath a promiſe of ſalvation. All * 
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gaudies and knowledge muſt be merely ſubſervient to 
the ſtudy and — of Chit. 1. Cr. ii. 2. 
We are compleat in Chriſt, in whom dwelleth the 
fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. Col. ii. 10. No 
ſiudy in the world will ſo much lead you up to 
God, and acquaint you with him, (eſpecially with 
his love and goodneſs) or that giveth ſuch quietneſs, 
bopes and comforts to the foul, as the ſtudy and 
knowledge of Chriſt: His nature, his perfon, of- 
fices, doctrine, examples, miracles, ſufferings, and 
death; his reſurrection and aſencion, ſending 
down his Spirit, reigning and interceding in heaven, 
coming to judgment, and glorified with his church 
for ever! This, this is the high, the noble, the 
ſanctifying and comforting ſtudy, daily to behold 
the face of God's love in the glaſs of our redemption, 
till confirmed faith raife joyful hope, and turn our 
very nature into holy love to God and man, and 
ſtabliſn us in obedience and patience, againſt all 
temptations, ſufferings, and the fear of death; and 
make us long to be with Chriſt and love his a 

pearing. This is the true life of chriſtian faith and 
hope : As the Deity is our ultimate end, to which 
all other things elſe are but helps and means; fo 
Chriſt is the great and principal means by which 
al other means are animated. And though love, 
which is exerciſed on the pure Godhead as our end, 
muſt animate all our graces and duties as means 
to that end; yet faith hath love in it, or elſe it 4s 
not the chriſtian faith; and Chriſt is the object of 
our faith -and love, and our perfett everlaſting 
love and praiſe will be animated by Chriſt; for our 
love and praiſe will be to kim that was flain and hath 
redeemed us M Gad by kis blood, cut of every kindred and 
1 and nation, and made us kings and prieſts to Gad. 
Remember you are in continual need of him; for 
direction, interceſſion, pardon, ſanctification; for 
lupport and comfort, and for peace with God, Let 
H Chriſt 


1 


Chriſt, be to your ſouls, as the air, the earth, the 
— + ag food are to your bodies; without which 
your life would preſently fail. As you had never 
come home te the Father but by him, ſo withow 
him you cannot a moment continue in the Fathers 
love; nor be accepted in one duty, nor be prote&- 
ed from one danger, nor be ſupplied in any want, 
Think of the fatherly love of God as coming to 
you only through Chriſt; of the Holy Spirit as his 
gies and promiſe; of the covenant of grace as 
ſealed by his blood; of the chriſtian miniſtry as his 
appointment, and of all your time and talents a 
his gift. In a word, we have all from Jeſus the 
Mediator, that is worth the having; even. all the 
bleſſings of this preſent life, and of the life to 
come. He that ſpared not his own ſon, but delrvered 
tim up for us all, how ſball he not with him alſo freeh 
give us all things. Rom. vii. 32. Let no thoughs 
therefore be ſo ſweet and frequent in your heart, 
nor any diſcourſe ſo ready in your mouths, (next 
the excellencies of the eternal Godhead) as this of 
the deſign of man's redemption. O Sirs, if a thought of 
your hearts, if a word of your mouths have not ſome 
relation to Chriſt ſuſpe& it, yea, reject it; call i 
not a prayer, or a ſermon, or a duty that hath 
nothing of Chriſt in it. As God muſt be loved, 6 
Chriſt muſt be believed in, with all the heart ant 
Soul and ftrength, and it is in him, the head, we 
muſt grow up in all things. You grow no more in 
grace than you grow in the true knowledge 4nd 
daily uſe of Jeſus Chriſt, and if you would taſte the 
comforts of a holy life, be fure that you give W 

ourſelves to Chriſt without reſerve, and follos 

im fully and faithfully : Serve him with your bel, 
yea with all you have, and not with ſome cheap 
and heartleſs ſervice, and place all your hope 
and truſt on his blood, and merits and promiſe for a 
treaſure in heaven. 
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> DIRECTION Vl. 

Let the knowledge and love of God, and your obedience 
to him be the works of religion ; and the ever- 
laſting fruition of him in heaven, be the continual end 
and ruling n and lives, that your 
very conver ſation may be with God in Heaven. 


OU are fo far holy as you are divine and hea- 
venly. A chriſtian indeed in, caſting up his ac- 
counts, being certain that this world doth make no 
man happy, hath been led up by., Chriſt to ſeek a 
happineſs with God above. If yow live not tor 
this everlaſting happineſs, if you trade, not for this, 
if this be not your treaſure, your hope and home, 
the chief matter of your defires, love and joy, and 
if all things be not preſſed to ſerve it, and deſpiſed 
when they ſtand againſt it, you live not indeed 2 
chriſtian life. God and Heaven, or God in Hea- 
ven, is the life and foul, the beginning and. the 
end, the ſum, the all of true religion; and there- 
fore it is that we are directed to lift up our heads 
with our hearts, and begin our prayers with Our 
Father which art in Heaven, and end them with 
aſcribing to him the kingdom, the power, aud the 
glory for ever. Sy 5 | 
It is not the creatures, but God the creator, that 

is the father, the guide, and the felicity of fouls, 

and therefore the ultimate end and the obje& of all 
religious actions and affetions. Dwell Mill | 
God, and dwell in Heaven, if you would - 
ſtand the nature and deſign of chriſtianity. Take 
God for all, that is for God, ſtudy after the know- 
ledge of him in all his works, ſtudy him in his 
word, ſtudy him in Chriſt, and never ſtudy him 
barely to him, but to know him that you 
may love him. Take yourſelves as dead .w 
you live not in the love of God. Strive no further 
to affect your hearts with fears or griefs, or other 
H2, troubling 
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troubling paſſions, than as tendeth to the work of 
love, cr is a juſt expreſſion of it. Go daily w 
promiſ:s, mercies, Chriſt, and Heaven, of purpoſe 
for fuel to kindle love. Be much therefore in 
thankiulacſs and praiſe, which are the works of 
love. All gocth on ſweetly, eafily and acce 
that is carried on by love. That is the 
ard likeſt to God, that hath moſt of love to God 
and Godlineſs, and that is the beſt ſervice and likeſt 
to the work of Heaven, that hath moſt of love and 
Praiſe. Let the principal ſtriving and pleadiag 
with your hearts be to kindle love, and your prin- 
cipal complaints for want of it. Keep till upon 
our hearts a lively | ſenſe of the infinite difference 
— him and the creature: Look on all the 
world as a ſhadow, and on God as the ſubſtance; 
and take all the dreaming pleaſures of the world, 
to be leſs in compariſon with the joys of Heaven, 
than one lick of honey is to a thouſand years poſ- 
ſeſſion of all the felicities on earth. So live as men 
whoſe eycs are open, and who difcera a grea 
diſproportion between the portion of a  worldling 
and a faint. Let God be your king, your father, 
your maſter, your friend, your wealth, your joy, 
and your all. Let not a day go over your 
in which your hearts have no converſe with God 
in heaven. | : | | 
When any trouble overtaketh you on cant, 
look up to Heaven, and remember, that it is there 
that reſt and joy are prepared for believers. When 
you are under any want or croſe, or ſorrow, fetch 
not your comfort from any. hopes of deliverance 
here on earth, bur from the place of your 
full deliverance. They ate not the genuine com 
forts of chriſtianity, which are not fetched from ibe 
world above. If you feel any ftrahgenels and 
backwardneſs og your minds to heavenly contem- 
plations, do not make light of them, but preſently 
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faith up to Chriſt, who muſt make your 
2 5 — familiar, and ſeek remedy be- 
fore your eſtrangedneſs increaſe. ; og F 
The ſoul is in a ſad condition when it cannot 
fetch comfort and encouragement from heaven; for 
then it muſt have none, or worſe” than none. It 
is your treaſure that muſt delight you; as your heart 
muſt be there, ſo your pleaſure and comforts muſt. 
be derived from thence. * © © PR; 
Strangers to Heaven will be ſtrangers to believers 
52s; as the pleaſures of the carnal world confiſterh 
in the ſenſe of what they have in hand, fo the 
pleaſures of believers confiſteth in the fore-appre< 
henſions of what they ſhall enjoy with God for 
cver. 1 Cs 
If thus you could live as ſtrangers here, and as 
citizens of Heaven, that are ready to ſtep into the 
immortal pleafures, you would then taſte the plea- 
ſores of a holy life, in the firſt fruits and foretaſte 
thereof. | AS oe: 
When the thought of heaven will not ſweeten all 
your crofles and relieve your minds againſt all 
the incumbrances of earth, yor ſouls are not in 2 
healthful Rate ; it is time then to ſearch out the 
cauſe and ſeek a cure before it come to worſe. There 
are three great cauſes of this dark and dangerous 
fate of ſoul. ——— Urbehef, the love of preſent things, 
end the fear of death. 
| Bend all your ſtrength, and ſpend all your days 
n ſtriving againſt theſe three great impediments of 
2 Heavenly converſation; but it is the ſound belief 
of the life to come that muſt indeed prevail. And 
remember, that ſo far as you ſuffer your hearts to 
reure trum Heaven, ſa far they retire from a life of 


chriſtianity and peace. 
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DIRECTION W. 


In the work of mortification, let ſelf-denial be the firſt ant 
laft of all your ftudy, — — 

ND ERST AND how much the fallen 

ſtate of man conſiſteth in the fin of 8855165. 

NESS: How he is funk into himſelf, in his fall from 

the love of God and of his neighbour ; of the public 

or private good of others: And how this inordigate 

ſelt-love is now the grand enemy of all true love t 


God or man; and the root and heart of covetouſ- 
| neſs, pride, voluptuouſneſs, and all iniquity. 


" I ſhall here give you the true character of a ſelfiſh na 


in ten particulars. 

1. They would be their own end, and look no 
further, | 

2, They uſe all creatures but as means tothis end; 
yea, God himſelf is eſteemed but for th mſelves. 

3. They love their preſent life and proſperity beuet 
than God! | | 

4. They would be their own, and live as their own; 
and not as thoſe that are none of their own. 

5. They would have the creatures to be their own, 
and uſe them as their own, and not as God's, 

6. They muſt care for themſelves, and ſhiſt for 
themſelves; and dare not truſt themſelves wholly w 
God. 
7. They would diſpoſe of themſelves and their own 
 eonditions, and of all things elle. 

8. They would rule themſelves, and be from us 
der the government of God. 

9. They would be the rulers of others, and have 
all men do their wills. | 
| 10. And they would be honoured and admired 
by all, and have the praiſe aſcribed to them And 
if this be not tg ſet up themſelves as Gods or Idok 
in the world, I know not what is. 


Let 
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ket; it be therefore your work all your days, 10 
watch againſt it and mortify it; if you would liue a 
chriſtians, and have the peace of chriſtians. -  » 

| will next tell you how the leaſt meaſure of ſelf 
denial may be known; (that is thus) ere ver the 
intereft of earnal ſelf is fironger, and more 
habitually, than the inereft of God, of Chriſt, and aver- 
laſting life, there is no true ſelt-denial or ſaving 
race. 

1. What is it you live for? What is the good your 
mind is ſet upon, and your hopes laid out upon? 
g it in pleaſing and glorifying God, and the ever- 
lating fruition of him in glory? Or is it in pleaſing 
your fleſhly mind? ad Fac} 

2. Do you ſet moſt by I holineſs, which are 
the way to God; or by riches, honours and pleaſures 
which gratify the fleſb ? If you are truly fſelf-denying, 
you are ordinarily ruled by the word and ſpirit.of 
God, and not by carnal ſelf. ; 

It is as poſſihle to live without life, as to be holy 
without ſelf-denial, in a predominant degree; and 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. Heb. wii. 
When Chriſt bringeth men to deny themſelves, they 
ceaſe to be their own, in their own conceits an 
more: Then they reſign themſelves wholly to G 
as being wholly his. 1. Coy. vi. 19. To be di 
poſed of by him, and to glyrify him in body and 
ſpirit, which are his. Rom. xiv. 9. To be thus 
heartily devoted to God as his own, is the very form 
of ſanctification; and to live as God's own, is the 
truly holy life. 

It is the very work of ſaving faith, for a ſelf- 
denying ſoul to paſs out of itſelf ro Chriſt for hel 
and life: and every grace hath ſelf-denial as half 
ts very life and ſoul: And therefore it is certain, 
you have no more grace than you have ſelf-denial. 

80 much as ſelf can ſpare, a carnal heart may 


be brought to part with; but to go out of ſelf io 


God, 
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God, and reſign up ourſelves to him, and poſſcſz 


no intereſt but him, and in him; and to have nah; 
we eſteem, love, or care for incompariſon of him . 
knowing that for him we were created, redeemed, 
preferved, and ſanctiſied, add therefore defiring 
to be wholly and only his, and to have no credit, 
no goods, no lite, and no ſelf but what is ha, at 
his — at his will and diſpoſal. 

This is the true felf-denial which the Spirit of 
God worketh in a prevailing, though not a perſe& 
meaſure, in every gracious ſanctified ſoul! 

I now befecch thee, Reader, io enquire whether 
this deſcribed cafe be thine : Art thou devoted to 
God without reſerve, as being not thine own but 
bis? And baſt thou devoted all thou haſt to bim, 
with thy felf, to be uſed according to his will? An 
thon more ſubjected to his authority, and obſervant 
of his laws and government than of man's? And 
can his word do more with thee than the word of 
any mortal man, or than the violence of thy |uſts 
and paſhons ? Art thou heartily engaged to him 3s 
thy felicity, and doſt thou give up thy ſelf to bim 
in filial love, dependence and obſervance, as 0 
thy deareſt friend and father? Doſt thou highlieſ 


eſteem him, and reſolvedly chuſe him, and fincercly | 


ſeek him, preferring nothing in thy eſtimation, 
choice, reſolution, or endeavour before him? I fay 
again, that you may think on it and live upon it. 

The ſum of all our religion is in theſe ihre: 
Faith, Atts, xx. 21. Self-demial. Luke, ix. 23. Had 
the lrve of Gad. Deut. vi. 4. 5. Depariing from 
carnal ſelf, returning home to God by love, and 
this by faith in the redeemer, is the true chriſtianity, 
and the life that leadeth to everlaſting lite. 


DIRECTION vin 


Take | 
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Take your corrupted fleſbly defires for the greateſt enemy 
* — * it be every day your conftant 
work to mortify the fleſb, and to keep a watch upon 
your luſts and appetite, and every ſenſe. . | 


RATIFYING the fleſh and ſaving the 

ſoul are things never to be united together, 
Few ever fall from God but fleſh-pleafing is the 
cauſe: Many think that by fe/b, the ſcripture. means 
our in-dwelling ſin; when alas! it is the inordinate 
ſenſitive appetite that it chargeth us to ſubdue, No- 
thing in he world damneth ſo many as fleſh-pleaſ- 
ing, while men generally chuſe it as their happineſs 
inſtead of God. Feb 

O remember who. hath ſaid F ye live after the 
fleſh ye ſhall die. Rom. viii. 13. 14. Think of this 
when you arc tempted to drunkenneſs, gluttony, 
and luſtfulneſs; or worldlineſs and pride: You little 
think what a fin it is even to pleaſe your fleſh, 
farther than it tends to help you in the ſervice of 
God, Whether, therefore, ye eat or drink, or whatſo- 
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 1. Cr. x. 31 

Remember that your ſenſes were not made to 
govern themſclves, but to be governed by right 
reaſon; and that God made them at firſt'to be the 
ordinary paſſages of his love and mercy to our 
hearts, by the means of the creatures which re- 
preſent or manifeſt him unto us. 

But now in the depraved ſtate of man, the ſenſes 
have caſt off the government of reaſon, and are 
become the ruling power; and ſo man is become 
like the beaſt that periſh. Remember, then, to 
be ſenſual is to be brutiſh; and though grace doth 
not deſtroy the appetite and ſenſe, yet it ſubject- 
eih it to God and reaſon: Therefore let your ap- 
petite be pleaſed in nothing, but by the allowance 
of right reaſon; and think not that you have reaſon 
w take any meats or drink, or ſport, merely 8 
cauſe 
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cauſe your fleſh deſireth it; but conſider whether 
it will do you good or hurt, and how it con- 
duceth to your ultimate end, f. e. God's glory, in 
your ſalvation through Jeſus Chrift, 

Alas! it is a baſe and ſinful ſtate to be in fervi. 
tude to your x Sag and ſenſe, when by uſing 10 
pleaſe it, you have ſo increated its defires, that now 
you know not how to deny it and diſpleaſe it. Look 
to bleſſed Pau! as your example in Chriſt, who 
hath told you in the 1. Cor. ix. 27. But I keep ander 
my body, and bring it into ſubjeFtion : Left by any means, 

when I have preached to others, 1 myſelf ſhould be « 
ca . 
11 that believeth that if ever he be damned, it 
will be for 3 his fleſh before God; and i 
ever he be ſaved, Fe muſt be firſt and principally 
ſaved from the inordinate pleaſures of the fleſh, 
will not be ſo forward as brutiſh infidels are, to 
ſeek out for fleſhly delights, and plead for all tha 
pleaſe them as harmleſs. 

The true converted chriſtian doth carry on the 
courſe of his obedience in a way of ſelf-denal, as 
living in a continual confli& with his own fleſh, and 
expecting his comfort and ſalvation to come in 


upon the conqueſt: For the ſpoils of his fleſhly | 


defires are his prey, and crown of glorying in the 


Lord. Read and ſtudy well Luke, xiv. 27. 33 
Gal. v. 24. 1. Peter, ii. 11. | 


DIRECT4ON N. 


Tate heed let you fall in love with the world, or un 
thing therein; and left your thoughts of any conditius 
which you either poſſeſs or hope for, do grow tus. furt 
or pleafing to you. 


FOR 
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O R there is no one periſheth but for loving 

ſomething more than God; and complacency 
is the formal act of love. 1. John, ii. 15. Love not 
the world, nor the things that are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the ove of the Father is not in him. 
Follow the flattering world no further; come off 
from all expeQation of felicĩty below ; enjoy nothing 
under the fun but only uſe # in order to your en- 
joyment of the real fure delight. Take heed of 
being too much pleaſed in the ereature: Whatever 
you find your hearts very much pleaſed in, and in 
love with among theſe earthly comforts; fet a 
mark upon that thing, and remember that there 
lies your greateſt danger. What you love moſt 
you muſt tear moſt, and think often within your- | 
ſelves, that this, if any thing, is like to be my ruin. 

Have you houſes and lands, offices, honours and 
friends that are very pleaſing to you? take heed, 
tor that is the killing ſnare! Shut your eyes and 
wink them all into nothing; and caſt by your 
contrivances, cares, and fears, and remember you 
dave another work to do. Heb. xit. 1. 2. Remem- 
ber I befeech you, that the oxen, the farm, the wife, 
and the merchandiſe, (Luke, xiv. 18. 19. 20.) all of 
them lawful comforts, did effectually keep men 
from a ſound and ſaving cloſure with Chriſt, as 
the vileſt luſts of the worſt men ! 

It is the commoneſt, and moſt dangerous folly 
in the world, to be eager to have our houſes, lands, 
proviſions, and every thing about ue, in the moſt 
pleafing and amiable tate; whereas this is the acknow- 
ledged way to hell, and the only poiſon of the ſoul. 
and do you not know, that if ever you be damned, 
t will be for loving the world too much, and God 
wo little? Is it for nothing that Chriſt deſcribeth a 
ſaint to you as a Lazarus in poverty and ſores, and 
damned wretch as one that was chathed in purple 
md filk, and fared Jene every day. Did not 
2 AL Chriſt 
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Chriſt know what he did, when he put the neh nan 
upon this trial, to part with all his worldly. riches, 
and follow Chriſt for a treaſure in heaven? All 
things muſt be eſteemed as loſs and dung, for the 
knowledge of Chriſt, and the, hopes X glory, if 
ever you will be ſaved. Phil. iii. 6. 7. 9g. 
You muſt live by faith, and not by fight; as to 
look at the things that are ſcen and temporal; but 
at the things that are not ſcen and are eternal. 2. Gr, 
iv. 18. And as one that is running in a race for 
his life, would not ſo much as look back on any 
one that called after him to ſtay, or turn his head 
for any one that would ſpeak with him by the way; 
thus muſt we forget the things that are behind, as 
counting them not worthy a thought, or remem- 
brance, or a look. Phil. iii. 13. 4 
If you feel this poiſon ſeize upon your hearts, and 
your condition in the world (cr at leaſt your hopes) 
gin to grow too ſweet and pleafing to you, pre- 
ſently make haſte io Chriſt your phyfician, and take 
his antidote, and caſt up the poiſon as you love your 
ſouls. If you will glutt yourſelves with other kind 
of pleaſure, you cannot expect that holinefs ſhould 
be your pleaſure. How can you find delight i 
God, when you turn from him to ſeek it inthe 
creature? If you ſought for leſs in friends, and 
health and proſperity in this world, you might hare 
more in God. How ſhould you find content i 
God, when you ſet ſo light by him, that the pro 
miſe of bcholding him in glory will not pleaſe y% 
unleſs you may alſo have your fleſhly delights? This 
it that perverteth your judgments and 
and cauſcth you to injure God and yourſelves. 
When; the people are thus befooled by the fcſh 
into brutiſh conceits of the nature of felicty, and 
into an over-valuing of worldly things, they ** 
then always either tickled by deluding pleafwe$ 


or troubled for the croſſing of their carnal 
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ſo that hey/gro# out of reliſh with the true and 
durable dalights; take heed therefore of theſe car- 
nalities. Cal. i. 12. Dehn ee eee en N 

vou muſt know no other pleaſure in your out- 
ward mercies;\ but as God appeareèth in them and 
by them, and as they tend to profit you, and fur- 
ther you in God's ſervice, ot to promote your on 
or others good; but not as they are proviſions for 
the fleſh. Rom. x iii. 14. If chriſtians” did beſtow 
but as much time and pain in mortifying the fleſh, 
and getting down the intereſt of it in the ſoul, that 


do about controverſies and ſelf- tormenting fe 
O what excellent chriſtians ſhould we be! We 
ſhould then enjoy more of that peace of God, which 
pajſeth all underſtanding, to keep our hearts and minds, 
be Jeſus Chrif | nn 
As ever therefore you would live in true chriſtian 
peace, and aſſurance of God's love in Chriſt to your 
fouls, ſee that you ſet more by Chriſt and glory, 
and leſs by the world and all things in it; and hold 
all that you poſſeſs ſo looſely, that it may not be 
gricvous to you when you leave them. I ſhall con- 
clude this direction with an excellent remark of 
Dr. Stbbes, Souls Conflict, page 526. © The, ſenſe 
Hof God's favour will not be kept, without keeping 
him in our beſt affections above all things in the 
« world; without keeping of our hearts always 
* cloſe and near to him: which cannot be without 
* keeping a moſt narrow watch over our looſe and 
* unſettled hearts, that are ready to ſtray from God, 
* and fall to the creature. It cannot be kept with- 
out exact and circumſpect walking, without con- 
* ſtant ſelf-denial, without a continual preparation 
* of ſpirit, to want and forſake any thing that God 
* thinks fit to take from us. | 


Chriſt and his intereſt might be advanced, as 5 5 
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DIRECTION * 


Caft mot your ſelves wil ll upon temptations, but eval 
them as far as lawfully you can; and i, you ave coff 
25 

ö 


them unwillingly, re ſiſt them reſe 

| - gn they come Date „e into ſin and hell, frog 
. Ged and your everlaſting happineſs ; and therefore be 
well acquainted with the particular temptations of every 
company; calling, relation, bu ſineſ s, time, place, and 
condition of life; aud go always furniſbed with po. 
ticular antidotes againſt them. 


TRONG grace will do no more agaiaſt ftr 
| temptations, than weak grace againſt w 
ones. Tempration is the way to fin, and fin is the 
way to hell: If you ſaw the dangerouſneſs of you 
ſtation when you caſt yourſelf upon temptations, 
you would tremble and fly as for your lives, 

I take that man as almoſt gone already, who 
chooſeth temptations, or avoideth them not when 
he may: Eſpecially be acquainted with the diſeaſe 
and greateſt dangers of your ſouls; and there keey 
up a conſtant watch, | 


Are you liable to a gluttonous pleaſing o appetite? 
Avoid the . 9 ſet 2 re gon that which 
may be your ſnare: Let a little of that of the lea 
tempting kind of food be your ordinary paoviſions: 
Set not at the glutton's table, if you would avoid the 

lutton's fin and miſery. £4 
Le you inclined to pleaſe your appetite in drinking? 
Avoid ſuch ſtrong drink as may tempt your appeute; 
sand avoid the + and company that draweth y 
co it. 
eiae you inclined to fleſhly lu? Avoid the pteſence 
of ſuch of the other ſex as are a temptation to you 
Set not the bait too near you; keep t n 
== from the fire: Look not on them, nor =" them; 
but above all take heed of nearneſs, familiariiy aa 
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Macy with them; and of all tunity of fin, 
leben the Devil hath brought the e your hand, 
2nd telleth you, now you may. fin without any 
moleſtation or diſcovery; you arethen in a very 
dangerous caſe, WITTY * 7 4-4 
$ if you are inclined to pride and ambition, avoid the 
ſociety of thoſe that tempt you to it. A retired lite 
in a company of mean and humble perſons, is 
fiteſt for one that hath your diſeaſe. Rom. xii, 16. 
But if you cannot avoid the temptation, be ſure you 
ayoid the fin: Take it as if you ſaw and heard the 
Devil himſelf perſuading you to fin, and damn your 
fouls. Abhor the motion, and give not the Devil a 
patient hearing, when you know what he cameih 
about : Reſolution ſcapeth many a danger, which 
thoſe are ruined by who ſtand diſputing with the 
tempter; tell the tempter you have heard what fleſhly 
allurements can ſay, and you muſt ſee what the word 
of God ſays, and muſt take a yiew of Heaven and Hell, 
and then you will give him an anſwer: Watch and 
that you enter mot into temptation. 

It is a dreadful thing to think what perſons temp- 
ations have overthrown, Luke, xviii. 13. How 
iſe, learned, and excellent men have. * out- 
med by Satan, and finned like fools when they 
aye let go their watch. 
'cter, temptations may quickly change our reſolu- 
ons; if God leave — 3 5 and we grow 
ſreſum and ſecure: Temptation as it pre- 
aleth, doth damp and caſt a-ſleep our graces, and 
m and bewitch all the faculties of the ſoul. 


Tim. vi. 9. X 
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DIRECTION XL 


it be poſſible, make choice of ſuch a paſtor for the help 
#4 guidance of your ſouls, as is pls xt e, 
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humble, holy, heavenly, faithful, diligent, bug, 
and peacealle; that liveth not in ſeparation 2 
generality of the ſober. Godly miniſiers and Chriftian 
where he liveth. Ag 


HIN K not of being ſufficient for yourſelve, 
without the help of thoſe whom Grit hath 
appointed to be the watchmen for your ſouls. H 
Xlit. 7. 8. As you cannot live without the teachi 
and grace of Chriſt; ſo Chriſt doth vouchſaſe yoy 
his teaching, and his 2 by the , miniſtry of his 
own officers, whom he hath appointcd to that end 
r ny 
Paul muſt plant and Apo/los muſt water befire 
God will give the increaſe. 1. Cor. iii. 6. If you be 
drawn by ſeducers to forſake or neglect the miniſtry 
of Chriſt's officers, you forſake or negle& your own 
helps and mercies; you refuſe his grace, you far- 
fake the ſchool and church of Chriſt, and mar 
expect to be quickly catched up by the Devil, 
ſtraglers that have no defence or guide. 
Whilſt you are fick, ar infants, the ſtronger muſt 
ſupport you; you cannot ſtand or go or ſuffer of 
yourſelves, and God is fo tender of his weak and little 
ones, that he hath not only given ſtrength to others 
for their fakes, Rom. xv. 2. but alſo cſtabliſhed the 
minigerial office much more for this end: Yet # 
there great difference between one miniſter, « 
ſtor, and another; as much as between phyficuns 
. or men of any other function. * 
And there being no caſe in the world that y® 
are ſo much concerned to be careful in, as the 1 
ſtructing, and conduct, and ſafety of your ſouls 
You have exceeding great reaſon to take heed who 
you chooſe to commit the care and candu't of yo 
ſouls to. A cold preacher with cold hearts i lik 
to make cold work; for where there are operawnll orc 
of divine grace more reaſonably to be expefted, . 


, 
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where have they, in fact, been more frequently 
diſcerned, than in concurrence with the beſt adapted 
means. In a word, read ſome good ordination 
ſermon, which tell you what, a miniſter muſt; be; 
and chooſe, if poſſible to live under ſuch a miniſter : 
I fay if poſſible; for I know that to many it is not 
poſſible : Wives, children, and ſervants (while they 
abound) cannot leave their huſbands, parents, or 
maſters; and ſtrong chriſtians who are called to do 
good to others, muſt prefer that before ſuch advan- 
tages to themſelves; and many other impediments 
may deny men ſuch a bleſſing: But yet I ſay un- 
dervalue not ſo great a mercy, and neglect it not 
where lawfully it may be had, and prefer nothing 
before it (as a juſt impediment) which is not really 
of more worth. For the ＋ 1 lips ſball keep know- 
ledge, and they ſball ſeek the law at his mouth, for he it 
the meſſenger of the Lord of Hefts. Mal. ii. 7. There- 
fore, Remember them that have the rule over you, who 
have ſpoken unto you the word of Gd. Whoſe faith fol- 
lu, conſidering the end of their converſation. Feſus 
Chrift the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. For 
we preach not ourſeves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord ; and 
ur ſelves your ſervants for Jeſus jake. 2. Core iv. 5. 
Heb. xiii. 7, 8. 


DIRECTION xI. 


Make choice of ſuch chriſtians for your, familiar friends, 
and the companions 75 your lives, 2s are holy, humble, 
heavenly, ſerious, martified, charitable, peaceable, ju 
dicious, experienced, and fixed in the ways of God. 


3 company is a matter of exceeding 
great concernment to you, as one of the 
greateſt helps or hinderances, comforts or diſcom- 
torts of your lives; eſpecially thoſe that you dwell 
3 | "M < with, 
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with; and thoſe that you chooſe for your l * 
and boſom friends. . . 0 n 4 | W. 
It is of unſpeakable importance to your ſalvation, 
with whom you arg aſſociated for moſt faniliar 
converſe : A good companion will teach you wha 
you know not, or remember you of that which you 
forget, or ſtir you up when you are dull, or warm 
you when you are cold, and watch over you and 
warn you of your danger, and fave you from the 
— of ill companions. O what a help and de- 
ight it is to have a holy, judicious, faithful friend 
to open your heart to, and to walk with in the 
of life; and how excceding hard it is to geh 
and hell, and get well to heaven, in company and 
familiarity with the ſervants of the Devil, who are 
poſting on to hell? Let not your companions be 
_ wotſe than yourſelves, leſt they make you worſe; 
* but as much wiſer and better as you can procure, 
See Eccles. iv. . | | 
This is a common rule, that we cannot converſe 
with phe ok that are not ſpiritual, but if they yer 
us not, they will taint us, unleſs we be put upon 
them in our callings; we ſhould therefore make 
ſpecial choice of our company, and walk-in con- 
tinual watchfulneſs. | 
T hou art my portion, O Lord : I have ſaid that I would 
keep thy word.—1 am a compunion of all « them that fear 
thee and of them that keep thy precepts. Pſalm cxix. 57.03. 


DIRECTION XIIL 


Subdue your paſſfons, and abhor all uncharitable pri 
ciples and practices, and live in love, maintaing ftare 
in your families, and with your neighbours ; but eff 
_ cially in the church of God. | 
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„ Vould be loved; for there is no ſurer way to 
rchaſe love; and love becauſe you are ſo freely 
ed by hat God whoſe wrath you have ſo oft de- 

ſerved: Let the thankfiil feeling of his love in 


 Chiift,, even turn you wholly into' love to God and 


Know that the life of your religion confiſteth in 
the holy love of God, and of his image, ſervants, 
and holy ways. Love is your duty, your felicity, 
and reward; 2bhor every thought word and deed, 
which is contrary to love, and tendeth to the hurt 
of others: If you love not each other you are no 
diſciples of Chriſt; nay, if you love not your ene- 
mics, and bleſs not them that curſe you, and pray 
for them that hurt and perſecute you, you are no 
children of God, The wiſdom from gbove, is firft pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be entreated, Sc. ones 
ll, 7. | . * 
O remember that piercing example of Chriſt, 
who wathed his diſciples feet, to teach us that we 
muſt ſtoop as low to one another; ſure God doth 
not jeſt with you in all thoſe plain ſcriptures: I 


charge you in the name of Chriſt, if you cannot have 


peace otherwiſe, that you ſuffer wrongs and re- 
proaches, that you go and beg peace of thoſe that 


ſhould beg it of you, rather than loſe it. Rm. 
the tbaokbitings and bitter 


xvi. 17. 18. And 
words of which tend to make another odious, 


and to deſtroy your love to any one that God com- 


mandeth you to love. . 


more men wrong you, remember that you | 
arc the more watchfully to maintain your love, know- 


ing that theſe temptations are ſent by the Devil on 
purpoſe todeſtroy and quench it, and fill your heart 
with -uncharitableneſs and wrath : Give place to the 
wrath of others, and ſtand not refiſti 


would be loved; yea love if ye 
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for evil, in word or deed. ' Eſpecially be moſt tender 
of the union of true chriſtians, and of | the church 
peace: When you hear the men of ſeveral ſets te- 
preſenting one another as odious, underſtand that 
it is the language of the the Devil to draw you from 

love into hatred and diviſions, moſt chriſtian is that 
advice of Dr. More, That all parties of chriſtiam wall 
mark ail the which is in other parties, and be mere 
forward to ſpeak of that than of the evil, And this 
would promote the work of charity in the church, 
and the intereſt of chriſtianity in the world. 1. Cr. i 
10. Rom. xv. 1. 2. 


DIRECTION xu. 


Keep up a con ant government over your thoughts and 


tongues, eſpecially againſt thoſe particular fins which 
you ſee other chriſtians 40 overtaken with | 


K E E P your thoughts employed upon ſome- 
N thing that is good and profitable, euher about 
ſome uſeful truths, or about ſome duty to God or 
man, of your general or particular calling; yea, 
about all theſe in their ſeveral ſeaſons: Learn how 
to watch your thoughts and ſtop them at their fir 
excurſions; and how to quicken them, and make 
them ſerviceable to every grace and every duty. 
You can never improve your ſolitary hours, if 
you have not the government of your thoughts; 

as the thoughts muit be governed, becauſe they arc 
the firſt intimate actings of good or evil; ſo muſt the 
tongve be governed as the firſt expreſſer of ie 
mind, and the firſt inſtrument of good or hurt 0 
others. Eſpecially take heed of theſe fins, which 
the faultineſs of moſt profeſſors of religion 
warn you to avoid. 
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1. An ordinary. courſe of vain jeſting and un- 
proſiable talk. „„ bety' 

2. Provoking, paſſionite, inconſiderate words, 
that tend to Kindle wrath in others. a 

3. Backbiting, cenſuring and ſpeaking evil of 
others without any juſt call, hen it tendeth more 
to hurt than good. 9 n Þ 

4. A forward venting of your on conceits, and 
confident pleading ſor your, uncertain unproved 
opinions in religion, and a contentious wrangling 
for them, as if the kingdom of God lay in them; 
and a forwardneſs in all company to be ſpeakers 
rather than hearers. | i 

But eſpecially take heed of ſpeaking evil of thoſe 
that have wronged you, or of thoſe that differ from 
you in ſome tolerable opinions in religion; and 
hatc that deviliſh uncharitable vice, which maketh 
many ready to believe any thing, or ſay any thing, 
be it never ſo falſe, of thoſe that are againſt their 
ſc: Yea, of whole parties of men that differ from 
them, when there is not one of a thouſand of all 
the party that ever they were acquainted with, or 
ever could prove any thing by of which they are 
accuſed, 8 

Believe not pride, or faction, or malice in a |} 
evil that it faith, unleſs you have better evidence of 
the truth. Keep your tongues from al ſach-helliſh 
work as this —Cheriſh meekneſs and partnce, and 
rejeR all that carnal zeal, or envy, contention, and 
animoſitics, which is contrary to love. Read and ul 
ſtudy well the third chapter of St. James, and tie 
Epiſtle of St. John. | | 54S = 
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DIRECTION XV. 


Let every flate of life and nr 


1 70 ] 1 


ſanctiſted to God, and conſcionabiy uſed; and to that 
end under ſtand the advantages and duties of every c 
dition and relation, and the fins, hinderances-' and 
dangers which you are moſt liable tou. 
INH. E duties of our relations are a paws 
the work of a chriſtians life; A 
and, ſubjeRs, paſtors and flocks, parents and chil. 
dren, huſband and wife, maſters and ſervants; as 
ſuperiors in gifts or places, or inferiors or equals; 
as neighbours or companions. In our teaching and 
learning, ruling. and obeying, buying and ſelling; 
be conſcionable in all theſe which are your own 
relations, if you would live as chriſtians, and be ac- 
ceptable unto God. | 
The chriſtian muſt diſpenſe with himſelf in no fig, 
he muſt be a veſſel prepared for every good work, 
and he muſt refrain from no ſervice that God calls 
him unto ;, therefore the life of a chriſtian abounds 
with honourable and profitable employment, and if 
you would know the beſt and comfort of believer, 
| Jee that you reft in the will of Ged in all conditians, a 
the center and only bottom of your fouls. His will is not 
to be reduced to yours; ſtrive therefore to bring 
yours moſt fully and quictly to his. 

God's will is the univerſal original and end of all 
_ „ and there is no felicity nor reſt for mag but 
in the fulfiling, pleaſing, and diſpoſals of his will 

Be not too deſirous of the fulfiling of your own 
wills, and murmur not againſt the diſpoſals of the 
will of God. It cannot but be good which pro- 
ceedeth from that will which is the ſpring of good: 
The accompliſhment of God's will, is the perfe&vn 
of all created beings, being that end for which they 
all were created. If you reft in your own wills, 
your reſt will be iimperfe#, difturbed, and ſhort of 
duration; for your wills are the wills of weak 


vicious men: They are frequently miſguided by 
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whorant mind, and perverted by a corrupt and 
biafſed heart. But God's will is never miſguided, 
nor never determined of any thing but for the beſt: 
If you reſt there, you reſt in ſafety, you may be 
ſure you ſhall never be deceived by him, you may 
reſt in conſtant peace and quietneſs; for God is um- 
changeable, and will not be off and on with us as 
we are with him, and with ourſelves. As ye pray 
that his will may be done, acquieſce in the doing of 
his will; and whatever-befal you, repoſe and ſatisſy 
your hearts in this. YN | 


? 


DIRECTION? XV. 


Live as thoſe that have all their powers and recivings, 
and rtunities to do good with in the, world, and 
muſt be anſwerable ' how they have improved all; and 

as thoſe that believe that the more gvod they do, the 

more they do receive, and the greater is the honour, the 


profit, and the pleaſure of their lives. 


O do no harm is an honour which is common 

to a ſtone or a clod of clay, with the moſt 
innocent man. If this were all you aim at, it were 
better that you had never been born; for then ou 
would certainly have done no harm. Remember 
that do good is the higheſt imitation of God, ſup- 
pofing that it proceed from holy love, and be done 
to the pleaſing and glorifying of God, that the prin- 
ciple and the end be ſuitable to the work. 

Remember who hath told you that it is more bleſſed 
to give than to receive. Aﬀts, xx. Give and it ball be 
groen you. Luke, vi. 30. 38. Take that day or hour 
as loft, in which you do no good, (directly or pre- 
paratory): Remember how the judgment muſt paſs 
on you at laft, according to the improvement of your 


ereral talents. Mat. xxv. Take.it thankfully as a 
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great mercy to yourſelves when opportunity 0 
good is offered you. Be not decerved; God — 
mocked: For whatjoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall ke alſo 
reap. Gal. vi. 7. 8. . | | 
t doing good be the buſineſs and employment 
of your lives, prefering ſtill the publick good before 
the private good of any ; and the good of men's ſouls 
before that of the body: But yet neglecting none, 
but doing the leſſer in order to the greater, 
Objectian. But I am a poor obſcure perſon, that have 
neither abilities of mind, or body, or eftate, and what 
good can I do? | 
Anſwer. There is no rational perſon that is not 
entruſted with one talent at the leaſt, and that is nct 
in a capacity of doing good in the world, if they hare 
but hearts to be willing. If you had neither money 
to give, nor N to ſpeak for God, and to 
yoke others to do good; yet a holy, humble, bes- 
venly, patient, blameleſs life, is a powerful means 
of doing good, by ſhewing the excellency of grace, 
and convincing the ungodly, and ſtoping the mouths 
of the enemies of piety, and honouring the ways of 
God in the world: Such a holy, harmleſs, exem 
life, is a continual, and a powerful ſermon; 
and for giving, if there be fir ft a willing mind, it is a. 
cepted according to that a man hath, and not according 
that he hath not. | | (dene bl: 
If you are unfeignedly willing to give if you had i, 
God taketh it as done: What you would have given, 
is ſet down on your account as given indeed. 
The widow's two mites were praiſed by Chriſt a 
a bountiful gift, and a cup of water is not unte- 
warded to the willing ſoul. No one therefore # 
excuſcable that liveth unprofitable in the world. 
is ſluggiſh neglect, and unfruitfulneſs, doing no 
in the world, but thinking to be ſaved by a dull 
profeſſion, that makes ſo many uncomfortable . 
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ſeſſors as there be. But yet men of power, parts, 
and wealth have the greateſt reckonings to make. 


Luke, xii. 48. » 2 | | a 


DIRECTION x. 


Redeem your time, and highly value every minute, and 
ſpare for mo labour in the work 0 ſalvation : 
Dream not of an eaſy, idle, fluggiſh life as ſufficient 
to your high and glorious ends; nor reſt tot in a cuſ- 
tomary and out fide way of duty, without regard to the 
life and the ſucceſs. ! 


F any thing in all the world requires all our 

power and time, it is that for which all our 
powers and time are given us, and which we are 
ſure will a thouſand fold recompence us for all. 

O what a ſottiſh kind of ſtupidity is it for a man 
to trifle in the way to eternity, that hath an endleſs 
life of joy or ſorrow depending on the preparations 
of ſo ſhort a life? How little doth he know the 
worth of his foul, the joys of heaven, the terrors of 
hell, the malicious diligence of Satan, or the dith- 
culty of ſalvation, that can idle and play away 
whole hours of time, and pray as if he prayed not, 
and ſeem to be religious, when indeed he is not in 
good earneſt ; and beſtirreth not himſelf ſo much 
to eſcape hell-firc, and to obtain - everlaſting: joys 
with Chriſt, as he would do to eſcape a temporal 
death or miſery, or to obtain ſome dignity or riches 
in the world ! 1. Cr. 29. 30: O therefore, as ever 


you care what becomes of your ſouls, and as ever you 


will have comfort in the review of your preſent life, 
make not a jeſt of heaven and hell; trifle not in your 
race and war fare; dally not with God and conſcience; 

y not, and dream not away yonr time. Remem- 


ber you muſt be fo accountable for all your leiſure 


L hours, 
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hours, as for your | buſy. ones. Labour therefore 


to know; the worth of an hours time for the ſake of 


your work and of your ſouls, as it is commonly 
known by dying men. See then that ye walk circum. 
Spebtly, net as fools, but as wiſe, redeeming the tne, 
becauſe the days are evil. For what is. life ? It is even 
a vapour, that appeareth for à litile tine, and then 
vamſbeth away. James, iv. 


DIRECTION xm. 


Set down and count what it may coft.yuu to be chriftion 
indeed, and to be ſaved : Reckon not on proſperity or « 
cheap religion, but reſolve to take up the croſs a 
follow Chriſi in ſuffering, and to be crucified in te 
world, and by many — to enter into the ting- 
dom of heaven. Luke, xiv. 26. 33. Ali, xiv, 2k. 


E A D E R, if thou heartily make this cove- 
nant and keep it, thou find that Chriſt 
will not deceive thee; when the world deceiveth 
them that chooſe it in their greateſt extremity : But 
it in this life thou wilt have thy good things, expect 
to be tormented when the believing ſelt-denying 
ſouls are comforted. Luke, xvi. 28. 
lou can have but one chief happineſs, and if you 
will needs have it in this world in contenting of 
your fleſh, there is no hope of having it alſo in 
another world in the fruition of God! It is Chrifts 
ſtanding rule, that whoſoever he be that forſaketh mt 
all that he hath, he cannot be his diſciple. In eſtima- 
tion, affection aud reſolution, it muſt be forſaken 
by all that would be ſaved; and alſo in practice, 
whenever God may call us to it. 

Though God may poſſibly exempt” you from any 
notable ſuffering for his cauſe, yet it is not wiſe of 
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hinder your preparation for ſaffering, and a mind 
prepared for tuffering is eſſential to true chriſtianity, 
ind no man that is not a martyr in re folution and 
diſpoſition can be ſaved. ne en 
All that will live godly in Chrift- Yeſus Hall fuffer 
per jecution, It is godlineis, and nat the bare name of 
chriſtianity which the Serpent's ſeed have fo great 
an enmity to; therefore if the, fiery trial come upon 
vou let it not ſeem a ſtrange unexpected thing.— 
When perſecution, ariſeth becauſe of the word, the 
untooted, unſound, unſetiled chriſtian is prefenily _ 
offended and falls away. Matt. xiii. 21. Then they 
will fall to diſtinguiſhing and carnal reaſoning, and 
prove any thing lawful which is neceſſary to their 
ace. Gal. vi. 12. „ 
O chriſtian ! Shrink not for ſufferrings ! Fear not 


* 


them that can kill the body. If you flinch not the 


ficry furnace, you may have the company of the 


Son of God in, it. Dan. iv. 25. Never doth the - 


Spirit of God and glory ſo much reſt upon believers, 
as in their greateſt ſufferings for righteounefs ſake ; 
and never haye they aufg of more exceeding joy. 
Proſperity doth not ſo well agree with a life of 
faith as ſuffering and adverſity. Our hght affliction, 
which ig but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Rom. viii. 33. 
And is it not unreaſonable to grudge at a little 
ſuflcring in the way to eternal glory; or to mur- 
mur at due chatifement on earth, while you are 
laved from the torments of hell? Many love to ſhare 
in a Chriſt, but not in the croſs: They love the 
crown, but not the ſufferings that belong io the 
crown, Therefore faith our ſaviour, Strait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth to life, and 
few there be that find it. Often read the 1 1th and 12th 
chapters to the Hebrews. | 
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If you fall into ſin, riſe ſpeedily by « chantagh — — 0 
and take heed both of delay, and of a palliate cure. 
Luke, xiii., 5. and xxii. 32. wy 


T AK E heed of truſting to a general repent- 
1 ance, or a converted ſtate, inſtead of a par- 
ticular repentance and converſion from any known 
ſin, eſpecially which is more than the ordinary un- 
avoidable infirmities of a faint. For it is not gene- 
ral repentance indeed which reacheth not to every 
known particular. If temptations have caſt you 
down, take heed of ly ing there, but preſently get up 
again. What the apoſtle faith. of wrath, (Eph. iv. 
26) the ſame I may ſay of other falls, let not the 
ſun go down'upon het, but go out with Peter and 
weep with him if you have finned with him. 
O take heed, left you preſume to ſleep in your 
unrepentcd fin one night; and take heed, leſt delay 
encovrage the tempter to offer you the bait agan 
and again, and ſay, why not once more? JV hy may yu 
not be as well pardoned for twice as for once; and fir 
thrice as for twice, &c. 7" 
It is dangerous playing or fleeping at the brick 
of hell—away from the temptation and occafion of 
your fin; ſtand not diſputing, but reſolve and be 
gone, and fin no more leſt a worſe thing come unto 
vou. Stick not man at the ſhame, loſs, or ſuffering 
which confeſſion, reſtitution, or reformation may 
bring; but remember that you can never eſcape 
damnation at too dear a rate. This is Chriſt's mean- 
ing when he ſpeaketh of of cutting of @ right hand, of 
plucking out a right eye 1 has that is enſnare and 
tempt you into fin: Not that you ſhould do ſo in. 
deed, for you have 4 more eaſy way to 2v0 
fin; but that this is for the leſſer of the two evils, to 
loſe a hand or eye, than to loſe the ſoul, and * 


„ 


enen eee eee 


L 77 | 


tore to be choſen if there were no other remedy. A 
cheap and eaſy ſuperficial repentance, may ſkin 
cover the wound, and deceive an hypocrite ;- but he 
bat would be ſure of pardon, and free from fear, 
muſt go to the bottom. 


DIRECTION xx. 


Live as with death continually 7 your * and 2 
every day in ſerious preparation for it, that when it 
cometh you may find your work diſpatched, and may not 
then cry out to Gad in vain to try you once agam. 


ROMISE nc yourſelves long life: Think 
not of death as at many years diſtance, but 
hard at hand. Think what will then be needful to 
your peace and comforts and order all your life ac- 
cordingly, and prepare that now, which will be 
ncedful then: Live now while you have time, as 
you will reſolve and promiſe God to live, when on 
your death bed you are praying for a little time of 
tial more, It is a great work to die in a joyful 
affurance and hope of everlaſting life, and with a 
longing defire to depart and be with Chriſt as beſt 
of all. Phil. i. 21. [on 
O then what a burden and terror it will be to have 
an unbelicving, or worldly heart, or a guilty con- 
ſcience. Now therefore uſe all poſſible diligence. 
to ſtrengthen faith, to increaſe love, to be acquit 
from guilt, to be above the world, to have the 
mind ſet free from the captivity of the fleſh, to 
walk with God, and to obtain the deepeſt, moſt 


delectable apprehenfions of his love in Chriſt, and 


of the heavenly blefledneſs which you expect. 

Do you feel any doubts of the ſtate of immortality, 
or Raggering at the promiſe of God through un- 
belicf? Preſently do all you can to conquer them, 
and 


1 


and get a clear reſolution to your ſouls, and leare i 
not all to do at the time of fickneſs, Are 
thoughts. of God and glory unpleaſant or terrible 19 
ou? Preſently ſearch out the cauſe of all, and lu- 
= in the cure of it as for your lives. Is there any 
former or preſent fin, which is a burden or terror to 
your conſciences? Preſently ſcek out to Chriſt for 2 
eure, by faith and true repcatance; and do that to 
diſburden your conſciences now, which you would 
do on a ſick bed, and leave not fo great and neceſ- 
ſary, a work, to ſo uncertain, ſhort, and unfit a 
ume. Is there any thing in this world that is ſweet- 
er to your thoughts than God and heaven, and which 
you cannot willingly let go? Mortify it without de- 
lay, conſidering of its vanity ; compare it with hea- 
ven; crucify it by the croſs of Chriſt ; ceaſe not till 
ou account it loſs and dung for the excellent know- 
dge of Chriſt and life eternal. Let not death 
furprize you as a thing you never ſeriouſly expected: 
Can you do no more in preparation for it than you 
do? If not, why do you wiſh at death to be triet 
once again? But if you can, when think you ſhould 
whbe done; Is the time of uncertain. painful ficknely 
better than this? 7 410 | 
O Sirs; if you know indeed that you muſt ſhonly 
die, live then as dying men ſhould live.—Chooſe 
our condition in the world, and manage it as men 
that muſt | ſhortly die.—Uſe your power and com- 


mand, and honour, and uſe all your neighbours, 


and eſpecially uſe the cauſe and ſervants of Chriſt as 
men ſhould. do that muſt ſhortly die. Build and 
plant, and buy and ſell, and uſe your riches as thoſe 
that muſt die; remembering that the faſhion of all 
theſe things is paſſing away. Yea, pray and read, 
and hear and meditate as thoſe that muſt die; ſeeing 
You are as as ſure of of it as if it was this hour.—If 


the name of God delay not your preparations: — 


terrible thing for an immortal ſoul to paſs out of 
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body in a carnal, unregenerate, unpreparetł ſtate, and 


io leave a world which they loved and were familiar 
with, and go to a world which they neither know nor 
love, and where they have neither heart nor treaſureY 
Matt. vi. 19-2. & 
The meaſure ot faith which may help you to bear 
an eaſy croſs, is not ſufficient to fortifſy and on- 
courage your ſouls to enter upon fo = a change; 
ſo alſo bear all your wants and croſſes as men that 
muſt ſhortly die. Ne that can die well, can do any 
thing or ſuffer any thing: And he that is unready to 
die, is unfit for a fruitful and comfortable life, Let 
nothing be now ſweet to you that will be bitter 40 
your dying thoughts. Let nothing be much defired 
now, which will be unprofitable and uncomfortable 
then. Let nothing ſeem very heavy or grievous 
now, which will be light or eaſy then. a MIME 
Confider of every thing now as it will lock at 
death; that when the day ſhall come which endeth 
all the joys of the ungodly, you may look up with 
joy and jay, Welcome heaven, this is the day 'zutach 11 
Jo long, expected, which all my days was ſpent in prepa- 
ration for, which ſball naw end my fears and begin: 
felicity, and put me into the poſſeſſon of all that I defired, 
prayed, and laboured for, when my ſoul ſhall ſee its glo- 
rified Lord. For he hath ſaid, If any man ſerve me, lit 
him follow me; and where I am, there alſo ſhall my ſer- 
dent be ! Ewen ſo Lord Jeſus, remember me wth art 
m thy kingdom, and let me be with thee in Paradiſe, O 
theu that ſpeake/? theſe words ſo full o comfort to a ſinful 
u9man in the firſt ſpeech after thy bleſſed reſurrection. 
Gs unto my brethren, and ſay unto them, I aſcend unto 
my FATHER and to your FATHER, and to my Gov. and 
your Gon. Take now up this ſoul that is thine own, that 
it may ſee the 77 given thee with the Father. And 
inſtead of this life of temptation, trouble, darkneſs, di. 
tance, and finful 1 may delightfully behold, 
love, and praiſe thy Father and my Father, and thy God 
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prace,—Lord YFejus receive my ſpirit. 


1 1 
and my God! Lord now letteft thou thy ſervant depury in 


And now I have given you all theſe: dirediom, 1 
ſhall only requeſt you in the cloſe; that you will ſet 
your very hearts to the daily ſerious practice of 
them; for there is no other way for a ripe confirmed 
Nate of grace: And as ever you regard the glory of 
God, the honour of your religion; the welfare of 
the church, and thoſe about you, and the living and 
dying comforts of yourſelves, O do not fluggiſhly 
reſt in an infant ſtate of grace l. Stir up thenthe 
grace that is given you, and uſe Chriſt's means, and 
do your beſt, and you ſhall find that Chriſt is not an 
inſufficient ian, nor an uneffectual ſaviour, of 
an empty ain; but that he is filled with all the 
fulneſs of God, and hath ſpirit and life to commun 
cate to all his members; and that there is no want 
which he cannot ſupply, and no corruption t 
temptation which his grace is not ſufficient to over- 
come: For the Lord God is a fun and fbield: The Lad 
will give grace 2 0 good thing will he uiii. 
rr. ans them that walk uprightly. O Lard of hoſts 
bleſſed is the man that trufteth in thee. Pſalm lxxxiv. 
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gracious a Father; Who knows all our in- kf | 
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[i.] Is the of the "day, * it ſhould certainly 
be qur care to li up our hearts to God a8 ſoon ay we 
wake, and while we are rifing ;—and then to ſet 
ourſelves ſeriouſly and Nanny to Ws ſecret de- 
votions of the morning. 55 

Fon the firſt of theſe, it feems e 
ral. There are ſo many things that ſuggeſt a 
great variety of pious reffettions and ejaculationg, 
which are ſo obvious, that one would think a ſeriom 
mind could hardly miſs them, viz. The eaſe and 
chearfulneſs of our mind at our firſt awakening; the 
refreſhment we find from ſleep; the . we 
have enjoyed in that defencelefs Reg G Ar. 
* 1 decent apparel; the chearful light 
'*2 the fun;; the proſpect of ſpending another 
| * rvice of God, and the improvement i 
our own 3 and above all, the eh hope off 
| Joyful refurreQion to an eternal day of bappnch 
3 y of theſe particulars, and | 
which, I do not mention, may furniſh us wi — 
of pleaſing reflection and chearful praiſe, s 
are fifing: And for our further aſſiſtance, when, 
are alone at this time, i; may not be improper n 
ſometimes to ourſelves, and ſometimes io ul 


n Father, i * W expreſſions of Nn 
_ #hankfulncſs. . 


Fr 


we ate to regard God in the 
end the cloſe of the day. 
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eg 
while riſing; NEVEF forgetting to mention”! | 
the great Foundation all our enjoy joy ments ys E 
hopes; or to return thanks for the influences of the 4 
Bicfſed Spirit, which haye led our hearts to or- 
ue then engaging us 40 ſeck him. This, as well a8 | 
other offices of devotion "afterwards mentioned, . muſt 
be done attenuively and fincerely;, for not to offer L 

iſes heartily, is in the fight of God not to a5 5 7 

at all. his addreſs praiſe may properly To 
le with an expreſs renewal of our covenant BE 2 
with God, declaring our continued repe ated reſolu- 
ton of being devòted ie ben, and pattie | . | 


lring to his * the enſuing day. 
878 
Eee ma) 


It may be proper, aſter this, tq 
dey before us, by 
ATT: 
either of doing or receiving * 
* tions an ke bo bo ane 8 in hy pl,” 
* company, or circumſtance that may 3 5 
* cur? In what inflances have! ia a 
* how ſhall de ſafeſt now ? 
After this reyie y it would be proper E war. 
ſhort prayer, begging. hat God world 0 7 
each of theſe foreſeen duties,” that he would fortiffy 
us 2gainſt each of theſe apprehended dangers ; pin 
be would grant us ſucceſs in ſuch o fuck a botintl 
undertaken for his glory; and alſo, chat he would” 
help us to diſcover and improve 3 6.4 
tunes, 0 reſt unex on | 
bear and religiobſly an | 
8d 2 wy the day on hi Kere 725 
A viſe you after this 0 read ſome 
of ſcripture; not 4 great deal, nor the ones 
3 inn 3 * 
n We; „ 
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t ſome ſelect leffons of irs moſt uſeful 
ps ten e verſes; confidering cp, La 
in a devotional and practical view. Here take foch 
inſtructions as reach ily preſent themſelves to your 
thoughts, repeat them over to your conſcience, and 
charge your heart religiouſly to obſerve and 28 upon 
them, under a ſenſe of divine authority which a: 
tends them. And if you pray over he 
this ſcripture, with your Bible open before you, f 
may impreſs your memory and your heart yet more 
deeply, and ma * 4g you to a copiouſneſs and ya- 
riety both of thought and expreſſion in prayer, *k 
may be pfoper to "SG the devotions with : | Plats 

a Hymn, 

4 2.] Taz moſt "material directions which bew 
occurred to me, relating to the progreſs of Boks 
are theſe : That (Fin devatins 
the day ;—that we be diligent in the bufineſs of it ii 
- we be temperate and 11 in the er 


— 


* . 0 „ ſuitab 
bre gel 1 the ſolitude — 77 the 


diſcourſe well in the converſations of it. I wil Nos 
ID the moſt material 5 which fall under 
each of theſe particulars, - 
1. Fox ſertouſneſs in devotion, whether public or th 
| meftic : Let us take a few moments before we ah 
sch ſolemnities, to pauſe and reflect, on the 
"tions of the God we are addreſſing to, on the impor 
ance of the buſineſs we > 8 D 
- pleaſure and advantage of a regular an 
2 and on he LOH and folly of 2 hy pocrit 
- cal formality. When engaged, let us 2 
ien watchfulneſs over our own fp ſpirits, and 
© the firſt wanderings of thought, And when te af 
"6: u oveh, let us Kune. wies ache mane 
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/ are never idle, let us endeavour to diſpateh as much 


conduct. 
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which it has been performed, and aſk our ο⁹Ʒauln 
ſciences whether we have reaſon to conelude that W 
are accepted of God in it ? For there is a certain 
manner of going through theſe offices, which ut 
own hearts will immediately tell us, it is impoſſible 
for God io approve: And if we have inadvertently* 8 
fallen into it, we to be 9 before 


God ſor it, leſt our very prayer become fin; Eſam 


Aa far the hours of worldly bufineſs: Let us ſet 4 
the proſecution of it with a ſenſe of God's authorigy as 
and with à regard to his glory. Let us avoid“ 
dreaming, ſluggiſh, indolent temper, which nods” 
over its work, and does only the bufineſs of one hour 
in two or three. In oppoſition to this which runs” 
through the life of ſome people, who yet think they 
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u we well carf in a little time; confidering, that ie 
& but a little WMle we have in all. And let s be 
habitually ſenſible of the need we have of the divine © © 
bleſſing, to make our labours ſucceſsful,” ©: # 
3. For ſeaſons of diver fion : Let us take care, that” 
our recreations be well choſen; that they be purſued 7 
with a intention, to fit us for a'renewed appli - 
cation to the labours of life; and thus, that they be 
only uſed in ſubordination to the honour of God, be 
great end of all our actions. Let us take heed, that 
our hearts be not eſtranged from God by them; ante 
that they do not take up too much of our dme 
Always remembering, that the faculties of the h 
man nature, and the advantages of the chriſtian "nes 


velation, were not given us in vain; but that we are 
always tobe in purſuit of ſome great and honourable 
end, and to indulge ourſelves in amuſements and di- 
verſions no farther, than as they make a part inne 
ſcheme of rational, manly, benevolent and ps 
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WW = 4 For'the ob/crvetion of providences: It Will be 
eu to; regard, the divine interpoſition in our con. i = 
ee and in our affiigtions. In our comforts, whether mi 
more common or extraordinary? That we find our. in 
= ſelves in continued healthy we ware furniſhed o 
= - With food for ſupport and pleaſure; that we have ſo Il . 
many agreeable ways of employing our tinie; cha Wl 
W we haye fo 5 friends, and thoſe ſo good, and { I ft 
W| - - happy ; that our buſineſs goes on fo proſperouſſy; that Ml © * 
=  * that we go out and come in ſafely.; and that we en- 


= joy compoſure and chearfulneſs of ſpizit, whom N. 
= * which nothing elſe could be enjoyed: All theſe 

4 ſhould be regarded as providential fayours; and due 
acknowledgements ſhould be, made to God on theſe 
oo accounts, as we paſs through ſuch agreeable ſcenes 
_ On the other hand, providence is to be regarded i 
| every diſappointment, in every loſs, in every p 
in every inſtance of unkindneſs from thoſe who h- 
profeſſed friendſhip: And we ſhould endeavou 
argue ourſelves into a patient ſubmiſſion, from ths 
conſideration, that the hand of God is always me- 
diately, if not immediately in each of them; and that 
i they are not properly the work of providence, 

wey are at leaſt under his direction. 
. Fox watchfulne/s again temptations - It is ne. 
* ceflary, hen we change our place, or our employ- 
mont, to reflect, What ſnares attend me bete! 
And es this ſhould be our habitual care, ſo we ſhould 
eſpecially guard againſt thoſe ſnares which in the 
«by morning we foreſaw. And when we are enterin 
boa thoſe circymſtances-in which we expected ihe 
Malt, we ſhould reflect, eſpecially if it be a mar 
ter of great importance, © Now the, combat s gong 
5:40 to begin: Now God and the bloſſed angels are ON 
_ .* my foul; and how far the divine authority 
=_—_ - * the remembrance of my own-prayers =. 
Wy tions will weigh with me when ig comes 10 3008 
> a F \ 18 , A 
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muſt never forget that neceſſity. *'A moment . 
in humble fervent breathings aſter the commutniicas | 
tons of the divine aſſiſtance, may do more 
than many minutes ſpent in mere reaſoni 


fance, when we are going to pray, Lord. fix my 
mention! Awaken y. holy affections, and 


© out upon me the ſpirit of grace and of ſupplication!” 
When taking up 0 D, or any other good book, 


«bo coofitinil, and all the courſe of my life" ins 
a manner regulated! When . 1 
es to any worldly buſineſs, © Laird pre/ 
me, and give thy 
tw my honeſt endeavours! When going to * 
recreation, * Lord, bleſs my refreſhment - 
let me not f thee in them, but full keep thy | 
— * in view: When coming 
, may 1 do and get Food! Let 0. 
' munication come out of thy _— but Se.“ When en- 
tering vpon n difficulties, by 0% give me that wiſdom, 
' which s profitable ce deer! each me thy way, and © 
© lad me in 2 When encountering with” 


drow Age ere toc 
ind 
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" or, be made perfect in weakneſs /* 

Theſe inſtances — — the gefßga ef this 
direction, though they be far from a · compleat enu- 
menxion of all the cireurſiincos/in which an 


regarded. . 

7. Fox the government our Atte in n 
Let us accuſtorn 8 all oocaſions, to exer- 
e a due command over our Let us ale 


rener 


eon divine weren 


w therefore always call upon God; and fay, foe i- 


_ —— that I may the wonder our 
e Wer hy law'! Enlighten mine underſtand- 
wand = heart! May my , reſolutions 


into company, * , 
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een, © Let thy romgth, eee Aae. 
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would deprive us of our power over them. Let 
ſer ng ſome profitable ſubject of rw 
as the perfections of the bl God, the love of 
Chriſt, the value of time, the certainty and import- 
ance of death and judgment, and the eternity of 
ha 


ine ſs or miſery which is to follow. Let us alſo 
at ſuch intervals reflect, on what we have obſerved 
as to the ſtate of our own ſouls, with regard to the 
advance or decline of religion; or on the laſt ſermon 
we have heard, or the laſt portion of ſcripture we 
have read. It may be very uſe ful to ſelect one 
verſe of ſcri which we had met with in the 
morning, and treaſure it up in our mind, reſoly 
to think of that at any. time when we are 1 
for matter of pious reflection, in the intervals of 1: 
_ ſure for entering upon it. This will often be u. 
ſpring, from whence many profitable and delighthi 
—4 hrs may riſe, which perhaps we did not beſat 
fee in that connection and force. Or if it ſhauldt 
ſo, yet I am perſuaded it will be much better tu 1 
peat the ſame ſcripture in our mind an nde 
times in a day, with ſome pious ejaculation formed 
upon it, than to leave our thoughts atthe mercy d 
All theſ@ various trifles, which otherwiſe intru 
| upon us; the verity of which will be far frat 
8. LasTLy, For tie government of our diſcowſe 
_ "== We ſhould take great care, that nothing 
N may eſcape us, which can expoſe us, or our chili 
peoſeſſion, to cenſure and -reproach : Nothing inf 
= ious to thoſe that are abſent, or to thoſe that are pit 
_* ſent; nothing malignant, nothing infincere ; nou 
Which may corrupt, nothing which may prove 
| naothing which may miſlead thoſe. about us: 1 
= ſay is innocent; it ſhould be our defire, that t 1 
be edifying, to ourſelves. and others. In ths W 
ve ſhould cadeayour to haye ſome ſubjeR of 
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diſcourſe always ready ; in which we may be aſſiſted 


by the hints given, about furniture of thought, under 
the former head. We ſhould watch for decent 

portunities of introducing uſeful reflections; and if a 
pious friend attempt to do it, we ſhould endeavout 
to ſecond it immediately. When the converſation 


does not turn directly on religious ſubjects, we ſhould | 


endeavour to make it improving ſome 


way: 
We ſhould reflect on the character and capacities of 


what they underſtand. beſt; for their diſcourſes on 
thoſe ſubjects will probably be moſt pleaſing to them» 
ſelves, as well as moſt uſeful to us. And in pauſes 
of diſcourſe, it may not be improper to liſt up an 


holy ejaculation to God, that his grace may aſſiſt us 


and our friends in our endeavours to do good to each 


aber z that all we fay and do, may be worthy the 


character of reaſonable creatures and of chriſtians. | 
] Taz Directions for a religious clofing of the 
day, which I ſhall here mention are only two— 


our company, that we may lead them to talk of * 


Let us ſee to it, that the ſecret duties of the evenings; be | 


well performed. — And let us lie down on our beds in @ 


poſe a method 
morning, but ftill, as then, with due allowance for 
circumſtances, which may make unthought 

proper. I ſhould adviſe to read a 


of 


nons portion 
Scripture in the firſt place, with ſuitable reflections, 


and prayers as above: Then read a or a alm: 
After this to enter on ſelf-examination, to be followed 
by a longer yer than that vrhich followed readin 


Per to intreat that God would pardon the. 
and offences of the day; to praiſe 1 
temporal and ſpiritual; to recommend ourſelves to his 
protection for 
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. the enuning, 1 went * 
ing different from that hel * 


of altera- . 
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to be for on this review of the day: In this 4 
dreſs to the Throne ot Grace, it will be. e ; 


ns 
merces 


18 
for others, whom we ought to bear on our hearts be- 
fore him; and particularly for thoſe friends with 
whom we have converſed or correſponded in the 
receding day. Many other concerns will occur, 
h in morning and evening prayer, which I have 
not here hinted at; but I did not apprehend that a full 
enumeration of theſe things belonged, by any meang, 
to our preſent purpoſe. | | 
Before I quit this head, I muſt remind you, that 
Self-examinatwon is ſo important a duty, that it will be 
worth our while to ſpend a few words upon it. And 
this branch of it ſo caſy, that when we have pr 
ſtions before us, any perſon of a common * 
nding may hope to go through it with advantage 
under a divine bleſſing. 1 
I offer you the following queries, which I hope 
you will, with ſuch alterations as you may judge te- 
quiſite, keep near you for daily uſe. 
Dio I awake as with God this morning, and riſe 
©* with a grateful ſenſe of his goodneſs? Did I offer 
my ſolemn praiſes, and renew the dedication of 
= © myſelf to God, with becoming attention and fuit- 
—_ * ablc affections? Did I lay 2 for the but- 
"iN © neſs of the day wiſely and well? How did I read 
=_ 2 the Scripture, and any other devotional or practical 
dice, which I might afterwards convenicntly re- 
views Did it do my heart good, or was it a mere | 
3 amuſement?ꝰ Hu hove the other ated devations of | 
tie day been attended, whether in the axily or in path” 
Have I purſued the co buſineſs of the day 
with diligence and ſpirituality ; doing every thing 
e in ſcaſon, and with all convenient dif; tch, and 28 
undo the Lord? droge fans 8 ar ears. o4" 
dhe morning or the forenoon, in the | 
WE < the evening ; and what has occafioned the loſs oft? 
Wich what temper, and under what regulations 
1122 
« | in my mercies, | 
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© chearfulneſs, i food, clothing, books, preſervation 
1 ſucceſs of — converſation and 

« kindneſs of friends, &c? Have I ſeen it in affſictions, 

and ly in little _ which had a tend- 

© ency to vex and diſquiet me? And with regaid wo 

this interpoſition, -have I received my comforts- 

« thankfully, and my afflid ĩons ſubmiſſively ? How 

© have I guarded againſt. the temptations of the day, 

6 —— againſt this or that te mptation which 

c — in the morning? Have I maintained an 


lived by faith on the 8on of God, and regarded 
Chriſt this day as my teacher and governor, my: 
© attonement and interoeſſor, my example and 


dian, my r and forerunner? Have 1 
looking forward to death and eternity this day, and 


© conſidered myſelf as a probationer for Heaven, and 
© through grace an expectant of it? Have I governed 
my thoughts well, eſpecially in ſuch or an in- 
* teryal of ſolitude? How: was my fubjeQ of thought 

* this day choſen, and how was it regarded Hawe 
governed my diſcourſe well in fuch and ſuch co 
* pany? Did I fay- nothing paſſionate, - miſchievous, 
* ſlanderous, imprudent, or impertinent? Has u 
* heart this day been full of love to God, and to 
* mankind; and have I fought, found and improved 


. of doing, and of © getri >d? 
* With what attention and i | re, Fra 
the Scripture this evening How was ſelf-examination 
performed the laſt night, and how have I profited - 
* this day by any remarks I then made on former 
negligence and miſtakes? With what temper did I 
then lie down and compoſe myſelf to fleep? 
Secret devotion being thus performed'before | 
fineſs render us unfit for it, the interval between that 
and our going to reſt muſt be conducted by the rules 
ther will remain to be conſidered here, bunt 
WE. V 
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1. Tan festes with which we hould lie dun int 
compoſe ourſehves to Now- here it in obviouſly 
ſuitable to think the divine goodneſs, in adding 
another day, and the mercies of it, to the ' former 
days and mercies of life; to take notice of the indul- 
gence of providence, in giving us commodious habi- 
tations and eaſy beds, and c to us ſuch 
health of body, that we can lay ourſelves down at 
eaſe upon them, and ſuch ſerenity of mind as leaves 
us any room to for refreſhing ſleep: A refreſh- 
ment to: be { not merely as an indulgence'to 
animal nature, but as what our wiſe Creator, in or- 
der to keep u humble in the midſt of fo 3 
firmities, has been pleaſed to make neceflary to out 
being able to purſue his ſervice with renewed.-alacri- 


2 Thus Als our ſleeping, as well as our waking * 


be in ſome ſenſe devoted to God. A 
tue are juſt going to reſign ourſelves to the i 
death, it is alſo evidently. proper to think ſerio br 
thaverid of all the living, and to renew thoſe acting 
of repentance and faith, which we ſhould judge ne- 
7 if we were Me no 3 Hor ke. 
v4 its ſpent, is able to: whole yeats of ſenſu- 
ality; and the a led of regte. I thall conclude 
this: with a meditation, which I cbud wiſh n 
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I have put off my clothes, and laid myſelf upon my 
bed, for the repoſe of the night; ſo will the day of 
«© life quickly come to its period, ſo muſt the body 
« irſelf be put off, and laid to its repoſe in a bed of 
« duſt, There let i reſt, ſor it will be no more re- 
G 22 me than the clothes which I have now 
« [aid afide; I have another far more important con · 
© cern to attend. Think, O my ſoul, when, death 
comes, thou art to enter upon the eternal world, 
and to be fixed either in Heaven or Hell. All he 
ſchemes and cares, the hopes and fears, the plea+ - 
ſures and ſorrows of life will come to their period, 
© and the world of ſpirits will open upon thee. And 
* Oh how ſoon 2 Perhaps before the re- 
turning Sun brings on the light of another days T 
© morrow's Sun may not enlighten mine eee, b 
only ſhine round a ſenſeleſs corpſe, which-may lie 
© in the place of this animated y. At leaſt he 
death of many in the flower of their age, and max 
© who were ſuperior to me in capacity, piety, And. 
* the proſpedis of . uſefulneſs, wy loudly warn me 
not to depend on a lang life, an engage me rather 
* to wonder that I am continued here ſo many ver, 
« than to be fd ed if L em ſpedily,cemored "1 
© And now, Oh my ſoul, anſwer as in the of © * 
* God; Art thou ready? Art thau 8 Is there. no- 
* fin unforike, and fo urirepented of, as 10 fl, me 
* with anguiſh in my depatting moments, and e 
make me tremble on the brick? of eternity? Dread 
to remain under the guilt of jt, and this moment re- 
* new che moſt earneſt application to the mercy of 
l God, and the blood of a e fer deliverance 
0 trom it. But if the great account, be already adjuſt- | 
* ed, if thou haſt cordially repented of thy numerous 
* offences, if thou haſt fincerely commited thyſelf by ., 
* faith into the hands of the bleſſed Jeſus, and haſt 
5 not renounced: thy copenant with him, by ne 
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* to the allowed practice of fin, then ſtart not at the 
thoughts of a ſeparation: It is not in the power of 
death to hurt a ſoul devoted to God, and united to 
* the great Redeemer. It may take from me my 
© worldly comforts; it may diſconcert and break my 
* ſchemes for ſervice on earth: Bu Oh my ſoul; d- 
© viner entertainments, and nobler ſervices wait thee 
beyond the grave. For ever bleſſed be the name of 
God, and the love of Jeſus, for theſe quieting en- 
* couraging, joyful views! Iwill now lay me down 
in peace, and ſleep free from the fears of what ſhall 
© be the iſſue of this night, whether life or death may 
© be appointed for me. Father into thine hand I cn. 
mend my ſpirit; for thou haft redeemed me O'God of 
w © tr#th, and therefore I can chearfully refer it to thy 
= choice, whether I ſhall wake in this world or 
4 : © another.” - $4 $4 1 n : *. . 
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| dncxample of ſelf-dedication, or a ſolemn farm of reteu- 
3 covenant with God, which ſbould by means be 
© etteutively kf ye} 2 . is executed; 
an any word or phraſe that may ſeem liable to except | 
=. honged, e Wiad, | 
8 ee urther adviſe and urge that this 3 
r made with all poſſible a 07 ex 4 

| oed; and perhaps, it in many caſes mo 

\.  Waras ; and pernaps, it may be in many * 
ea to it, that ® 


l, os many flu, Divines have recommended 
n writing. Set your hand and ſc | | 
_  < ſuch e day of Juck a manth and, year, and at ſuck a 
Pace, on full confideration and ſerious Teer, i 
Uh "© came to this happy reſolution, that whatever (her! 


INTERNAL and ever bleſſed God! Ide 
. © fire to preſent my ſelf before thee, wi 
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1 
the deepeſt humiliation and abaſement of ſoul; fer 
© fible how unworthy ſuch a ſinful worm is to ap- 
© pear before the holy majeſty of Heaven, the Kang 
© of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and eſpecially on ſuch 
© occaſion as this, even to enter into a COVENANT 
© tranſation with thee. But the ſcheme and plan s 
© thine own. Thine infinite condeſcenſion hath of 
© fered it by thy Son, and thy grace hath inclined my 
my heart to accept it: I come therefore, acknow- 
lodging my ſelf to have been a great offenderz 
ſmiting on my breaſt, and ſaying with the humble 
6 can, God be merciful to me a ſinner / I come, in- 
* vited by the name of thy Son, and wholly truſting 
© in his perfect righteouſneſs; entreating that for hi 
* ſake thou wilt bg merciful ta my unrighteouſneſs, an 
* wilt no more remember my fins. Receive, I beſeech 
* thee, thy revolted creature, who is now convinced 
* of thy right to him, and defires nothing ſo much as 
* that he may be thine, | Nn 

* This day do I, with the utmoſt ſolemnity, ſur- 
* render my ſelf to thee. I renounce. all former 


<> 535 TT o-©,0 T7 © OY 


* ſecrate to thee all that Iam, and all that I have 
the faculties of my mind, the members of my bod 
my worldly poſſeſſions, my time and my 9 | 

* over others; to be all uſed entirely for thy glory, 
and reſolutely employed in obedience to thy com- 
* mands, as long as thou continueſt me in life: Wath 
an ardent deſire and humble reſolution to continus 
* thine for ever, through all the endleſs ages of eter- 
nity; ever holding myſelf in an attentive: poſture to 
* obſerve the firſt intimat ions of thy will, and ready 
to ſpring forward, with zeal and joy to the imme- 
* diate execution of it. „ Y "3/26 
. * To 1 alſo I reſign my ſelf, and all! 
an and have, to be diſpoſed of by thee in ſuch s 
Manner, as thou ſhalt in thine infinite wiſdom judge 
5 moſt ſubſervient ſo the purpoſet of thy glory. To 74 
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lords that have had dominion. over me, and Ic 
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dme I leave the management of all even, audi 
___ © without warp ts hardy acne ec | 
* with loyal heart in thine unlimied government 
* what ſi to be del tof the w — þ 
nation. Uſe me O Lord, bers en I 
ment of thy ſervice. Number me am 
F TY y dear 
me be clothed with his righteouſneſs! Le be 
_ = ſantified by his Spirit! Transform me m 
more into his image! regal rang: him aff 
=. * needful influences of thy — 
1 ng ſpirit gn ler my my NS 
© thoſe influences, and in the light of — 
© tenance as my Father and my gn fy re whey 
 « folemn hour of death comes, ma An, f 
. ee. Safe 


* and confidence into my departing ſpiri 
1 it to the abodes of them that ſleepin Jeſus," 
po and joyfully to wait the accompliſhment | 
_ e to all thy people, even thatof a eloriow 1 
_ © box ection, and of n happineſs in thine hq 


5 eſence And if any ſurviving friend ſhoauν Y 
. in the duſt, meet with this memorial o 
_ . lemgerahſactions withthee, may he make the c 
1 33 ment his own; and do thou graciouſly permit 
| rakeinall the bleſſings of thy coven 4 vt, thlll 
us the great mediator of it, to whom wit ich way 
her, and thy Holy Spirit, be everlaſting 
2 * cel. by all the millions who ure thus far 
+ and by al thoſe celeſtial ſpirits in whoſe work 0] 
Lap ny thou we wal thank to ſhare? © 


